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CHRISTIAN CHARITY. tempt and indignation. Such per- 


“It is common for soft and fearful tem- 
pers to give themselves up implicitly to 
the direction of the bold, the turbulent, 
and the overbearing; of those whom they 
do not believe wiser or better than them- 
selves; to recede from the best designs 
where opposition must be encountered, 
and to fall off from virtue for fear of cen- 
sure.”’—Johns on. 


Upon few subjects are men more 
inclined to err than in regard to the 
nature and the limits of Christian 
Charity. Some view it as a dispo- 
sition to approve whatever belongs 
to man, or is exhibited in hunieni 
Its bounds are made to 
embrace all that is loathsome in cor- 
ruption—all that can degrade and 
ruin immortal beings. However 
dark may be the iniquities in which 
we find others involved, they are not 
only to share our sympathies and 
fellowship, but we must smile upon 
their offences and publicly commend 
their errors. 

By others, the limits of charity 
have been narrowed until no sphere 
was left for its adequate exercise; 
and its character so changed that its 
spirit was gone, leaving behind no- 
thing but the empty name. Except 
some favourite sect, the whole world 
‘8 denounced and treated with con- 
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sons look upon charity as meaning 
only attashment to personal friends 
and partisans, and as having little or 
nothing to do with the rest of man- 
kind. In front of both of these er- 
rors we place ourselves, determin- 
ed, even if unable to remove them, 
not to yield our ground—but having 
done all in our power, “to stand.”’ 
|We rejoice that the weapons with 
| which the Christian combats error, 
“are not carnal, but mighty through 
God, to the pulling down of strong 
holds’’; and our desire is to be em- 
ployed as humble instruments in the 
hands of that Holy Being who can 
look upon sin with no allowance. 

But while we use all diligence and 
boldness in disseminating. the truth 
and exposing false doctrine and. ru- 
inous heresy, we desire to be actu- 
ated by the same spirit which was 
in Christ Jesus our Saviour. When 
we feel disposed to undue warmth 
and violence, may we think of the 
reproof which our Lord gave his dis- 
ciples when they wished permission 
to pray for fire from Heaven to con- 
sume the guilty Samaritans—* Ye 
know not what manner of spirit ye 
are of.” 

But should we at any time feel 











impelled by the loose notions and 
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crude and spurious charity of the 
world at large, to pass the most dan- 
gerous errors over in silence, to give 
our sanction to systems and institu- 
tions subversive of the truth and of 
human happiness, may we be arous- 
ed and stimulated by the example of 
our Saviour when he reproved He- 
rod, and more especially by the bold 
and dauntless manner in which he 
rebuked the Scribes and Pharisees: 
“But wo unto you, Scribes and Pha- 
risees, hypocrites! for ye shut up 
the kingdom of Heaven against men: 
for ye neither go in yourselves, nei- 
ther suffer ye them that are enter- 
ing to go in.” Matt. xxiii. 13. 
There is an undoubted tendency 
in men to contrary extremes; and 
many individuals who at one time 
cherished the most bigoted spirit and 
pursued the most intolerant course 
towards all who differed from them, 
when bereft of the power to gratify 
their malice and illiberality, imme- 
diately assume the garb and utter 
the language of most unbounded 
charity. At one time you may see 
them lighting the faggots and exult- 
ing in the dying agonies of their vic- 
tim, or with a frozen inhumanity, 
that would shock the most brutal 
savage, counting out the apportion- 
ed hours and minutes of anguish to 
the sufferer upon the rack! Again; 
you behold them, withheld from these 
barbarities by the hand of civil pow- 
er, appealing to all the tender sensi- 
bilities of our nature, to sympathise 
in the sufferings which their enemies 
inflict upon them by bringing to the 
light their deeds of darkness. At 
one time the sword must drink the 
blood of their heretical foes, and at 
another the very charity from which 
they are farthest removed, and of 
which they have shown least to o- 
thers, must spread its friendly man- 
tle over their revolting deformities, 
and screen them from exposure and 
detection. It is as appropriate for 
such persons to talk of charity and 
to complain because it is not dealt 
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out to them in largest measure, as 
for the lost spirits to talk of mercy 
and to murmur that mercy’s self is 
turned against them. 

The charity which would quietly 
permit the most dangerous false- 
hoods to get possession of the public 
mind and to overthrow the fair fa- 
bric of pure Christianity, is not the 
charity whichSt. Paul so highly com- 
mends and so eloquently illustrates. 
This holy apostle exemplified in his 
life the truths which he inculcated 
upon others. He was a champion 
for the truth, and stood with brow 
undaunted and cheek unblanched in 
“the imminent and deadly breach.” 
He stript the self-righteous Jew of 
his boasted covering; wrested the 
crown of pride from the head of the 
Greek, and denounced as perverters 
of the Gospel of Christ, all those 
who taught any other way of salva- 
tion than that by faith in the blood of 
atonement, (Gal.i. 7.) But it was 
with the meekness of wisdom that 
he withstood those who opposed the 
truth. He had no private ends to 
answer—no evil passions to gratify— 
no system: of his own invention to 
protect and sustain. It was the sal- 
vation and eternal felicity of men 
that he sought to promote, and it 
was a small thing for him to be 
judged of man’s judgment, since it 
was the approbation of God he de- 
sired to secure. 

Such an example should encou- 
rage us in like faithfulness to the 
cause of truth and holiness, and by 
God’s help we have solemnly pledg- 
ed ourselves to advocate fearlessly 
the doctrines of the cross; to expose 
current errors, however unpopular 
may be the task, and to watch with 
vigilance for the preservation of a 
pureand scriptural faith among men. 
We forgive those who injure us, or 
desire to do so, and we pray God to 
forgive them. We would not bring 
a railing accusation against any indi- 
vidual on earth. We would not 
embark our personal feelings in the 
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dissemination of the Gospel. Thro’ 
evil report and through good report, 
by God’s grace we will goon. We 
rejoice if we are counted worthy to 
suffer in making known the unsear- 
chable riches of Christ; in warning 
men to flee from the wrath to come; 
to beware of building upon a sandy 
foundation, and to give good heed 
that they walk not in any false way. 
We cannot sacrifice our principles 
and prove treacherous to our trust, 
to gratify the wishes of those who 
fear opposition and faint in the com- 
bat. The kind of charity which 
looks with like favour upon all sys- 
tems and doctrines and characters, 
is nothing more than a cold indiffer- 
ence to truth and righteousness.— 
We want the spirit of our Master, 
who, while he pronounced the most 
tremendous woes upon Jerusalem, 
wept over its guilty inhabitants— 
who, amid the agonies of crucifixion, 
prayed for his murderers, ‘Father, 
forgive them, for they know not 
what they do.” But from a frank 
avowal of the truth, and an honest 
and unwearied defence of it, we 
would not be deterred— 

“Tis truth divine exhibited on earth, 

Gives charity her being ander birth.” 
All the graces of the Christian cha- 
racter may be affected and counter- 
feited, and wide Js the currency giv- 
en to this base coin among men; but 
God discerns with unerring exact- 
ness between the real and the as- 
sumed. To Him we look for direc- 
tion; to Him we commend our fee 
ble labours; and, O Lord, iz allour 
works begun, continued, and ended 
in thee, may we glorify thy holy 
name, and finally, by thy mercy, 
obtain everlasting life through Je- 
sus Christ our Lord. 


PHILOSOPHY OF FORMAL RELI.- 
GION. 


We have been greatly pleased 
with a series of papers in the Chris- 
tian Observer, on the Philosephy of 








formal Religion, and we are happy 
to enrich our pages with the follow- 
ing extract from the last of the se- 
ries, since it embodies and personi- 
fies errors widely prevalent among 
us, and of most perilous tendency. 
It is the interest of all to know the 
truth: to examine the foundation up- 
on which they build their hopes of 
Heaven, and with the spirit and lan- 
guage of the Psalmist to pray,— 
‘Search me, O Lord, and prove me, 
and see if there be any evil way in 
me, and lead me in the way ever- 
lasting.”” 

But such is the force of preju- 
dice, and so great is the perverse- 
ness of the unrenewed mind, and so 
strong our natural repugnance to the 
humiliating doctrines of the cross, 
that we. prefer our own ways, tho’ 
they lead to certain wo and death. 
We pray the great Head of the 
Church to give energy to the word 
of his grace, and may this faithful 
representation prove a mirror in 
which we may so see ourselves as 
not straightway to forget what man- 
ner of men we are.—[ Ed. 


Pertinax was the son of parents 
educated under the discipline of the 
Established Church. Externaily, 
they were consistent members of its 
communion; but gliding through 
life at a period when the ecclesiasti- 
cal world was generally quiescent, 
they took little interest in the contro- 
versies occasionally awakened; and 
at such times, gazed at what was 
done by others, as incurious and idle 
spectators Their son passively suc- 
ceeded to their principles, as he did, 
in after years, to their mansion and 
estate. In his childhood, he was re- 
regularly taught the catechism; and 
at the usual time, passed onward, in 
his religious life, to the right of con- 
firmation. In those days, and in 
such a family, the act of confirma- 
tion was generally regarded pretty 
much as an ofius ofieratum, as 
something which rivetted the bene+ 
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ficial process of baptism: while lit- 
tle or nothing, except what was 
merely superficial and common- 
place, was said as to the conduct of 
the catechumen since his baptism, 
and also with respect to the spiritu- 
al responsibilities attached to the 
rite next to be performed. Terti- 
nax therefore went for imposition of 
hands, not as to a “means of grace,” 
through which a Divine blessing 
might be communicated to sincere 
candidates, but as if about to under- 
go an undefined and mystic spell, 
such as might secure the receiver 
from evils equally undefined and 
mysterious. The routine of the fa- 
mily soon after introduced him 
within the circle of communicants; 
and, at the sacramental table, the 
entire value of the ceremonial seem- 
ed to be comprised ina certain feel- 
ing of satisfaction, that now he had 
accurately complied with the requi- 
sitions of Christianity and the 
Church; and that a periodical repe- 
tition of the act would be a current 
source of merit and security. 

In this course, Pertinax approach- 
ed the autumnal season of life, and 
had never been sensible of any Aain- 
ful suspicion as to his fitness for 
eternity. He had attended the 
death-beds of both his parents; had 
seen them quietly receive the sacra- 
ment of the Lord’s Supper, much 
as a Catholic receives the viaticum, 
and depart in all apparent compo- 
sure; but neither they nor himself 
had examined the evidences of their 
claim to everlasting happiness. I 
know not how to express their views 
on this solemn subject more definite- 
ly, than by saying that ¢iey looked 
ufion their salvation as a matter of 
course. ‘There was no inquiry, and 
there was no doubt. Their lives 
had not been vicious; their disposi- 
tions were amiable, their passions 
not vehement. The family was 
regular in its habits; their attendance 
at church and at the holy com- 
munion ostensibly exemplary. They 
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were able to name other families, 
who were almost utter strangers to 
public worshin, and also to many 
of the established decorums of the 
world. The religion of Pertinax 
was hereditary, both in essence and 
in form. If, for a moment, he paus- 
ed in the career of self-satisfaction, 
under the shadows of hesitation, he 
recovered his progress by the recol- 
lection of his parents’ lives and 
deaths; and especially by a cherish- 
ed remembrance of the devotion 
with which, iz extremis, they offered, 
as he said, the eucharistic sacrifice. 
On these occasions there had been 
a great attendance of the household; 
the communion plate was brought 
from the parish church; and _ the 
ceremony was Closed by tears, and 
by encomiums, on the part of the 
domestics, on the patrons who were 
leaving them. I am not objecting 
to such solemnities; very far from 
it; but the evil was, that, from cir- 
cumstances such as these, Pertinax 
gathered materials towards comple- 
ling an edifice, always in progress, 
the temple of a human soul ad- 
miring its own virtue; and the 
building was to receive its top-stone, 
when, atkthe termination of his own 
life, he should close its “‘well-spent”’ 
hours by a death-bed sacrament. 
So rolled away forty or fifty years 
of his probationary state. Butas he 
lived on to times when neither the 
political nor religious world was 
slumbering, he deserted the tranquil 
position occupied by his fathers, and 
took a decided share in the busy 
polemics of the day. He became a 
strenuous believer, not indeed ver- 
bally in the infallibility of his church; 
but in something which, although 
not called such, appeared to claim 
the attributes of pontifical sovereign- 
ty without the name. He showed 
himself to all other divisions of the 
Protestant community exactly in 
the attitude which a rigid Romanist 
assumes towards the Church of 





England. Under the keenest feel- 
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ings of exasperation, excited by 
hearing a neighbouring Roman 
Catholic gentleman pronounce our 
[Establishment to be a church with- 
out an altar and without a priest- 
hood, excluded from the privileges 
of the covenant of God, and aband- 
oned to a desperate reliance on 
some extraordinary exertion of Di- | 
vine mercy,—he yet told precisely 
the same tale, point by point, to a 
Dissenting minister, who made in- 
cursions into his vicinity; denouncing 
him and fis party as a church with- | 
out an altar, without a priesthood, 
and so on according to the technical 
phraseology employed against him- 
self. Yet no one frowned upon the 
papal system with darker hostility. 
It was observable also, that in pro- 
portion as he declaimed against Po- | 
pery, he secmed eager to approxi- 
mate the ceremonials of his own 
church, even to its decorations, to | 
those of that corrupt community; 
and this in direct opposition to the 
opinions of his venerable and old- 
fashioned rector; who had much to 
say mm self-defence, about the relics 
of Popery, the simplicity of the Re- | 
iormers, and of the inconsistency of | 
a layman disputing the authority of | 

| 





his own spiritual guide. 

If the question should be asked, 
where was the specific, definite, 
difference between Pertinax and his 
Catholic neighbour, who unchurch- 
ed the hierarchy of these dominions; 
no sagacity of mine can bring it to- 
wards a satisfactory answer. I can 
iell where they met, but not where 
they separated. They both defend- 
ed outward and visible signs, with- 
out any serious reference to an iIn- 
ward and spiritual grace. Their 
signs varied in conformation, but not 
iN intrinsic value. The symbolic 
bread of the national church was to 
Pertinax as darkly mysterious and 
eflicient as the wafer alledged to veil 
the real presence The Liturgy 
was his missal; and beyond the re- 
spect and attachment justly due to 








devout and holy men, of whatever 
name or church, the prelates and 
clergy of England were his con- 
clave; although, among these, he had 
his peculiarly orthodox favourites, 
as distinguished from all enthusiasts. 
In the Canons, Articles, and Homi- 
lies, and especially in the first of 
these, for in sooth of the other two 
he knew little but the name, he 
found his Tridentine decrees. He 
seemed, except in the moment of 
heated controversy, to be perfectly 
unconscious of the existence of other 
divisions of the Reformation; and 
supposed that his own communion 
were in exclusive possession of ail 
theological erudition, and the sole 
depositaries of pulpit eloquence. 
Ail the while he slumbered on, in 
melancholy ignorance almost of the 
simplest doctrines, and certainly of 
the practical influence, of the Gos- 
pel of Jesus Christ. He was, it is 
true aware of the advent and birth 
of the Messiah; because the institu- 
tions of his country brought these 
events toannualremembrance. He 
observed with outward strictness, 
the periods of the ecclesiastical 
year; and was not a little irritated, if 
his rector neglected to deliver dis- 
courses appropriate to them. It 
was at once pleasant and painful to 
watch the skill with which he, at the 
same time, unspiritualized the sub- 
jects in question, and celebrated the 
festivals of the christian world, with 
little apparent consciousness of their 
origin, or at least of their real spirit. 
The Epiphany, for example, brought 
to him no grateful sensation, that 
among ws Gentiles were preached 
the unsearchable riches of Christ. 
Passion-week was, in his estimation, 
the most important period of the 
year; but the subject uppermost in 
his mind was the consideration of the 
actual passion, the personal suffer- 
ings of Jesus Christ; without any 
due corresponding reference, be- 
yond a vague heartless recognition, 
to their cause in human gilt, espe- 
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cially his own guilt, and their conse- 
quences in the salvation of believers. 
He was affected, sometimes to tears, 
by a detail of the events in Geth- 
semane, and on Calvary; but prac- 
tically he went no further. The 
crucifixion was contemplated by 
him very much as the performance 
of a tragedy, with the mornfulness 
and the scenery ofa painful death. 
Easter was a season of unintelligi- 
ble triumph, not of spiritual grati- 
tude. And, to add one example 
more of nominal churchmanship, 
Trinity Sunday had a large share of 
impressiveness: but Pertinax held 
the Athanasian doctrine only as a 
series of metaphysical positions, 
sanctioned by ecclesiastical power; 
also connected with what /e most 
admired and cherished, namely, a 
denunciation of error and heresy; 
opposed to the sectarianism of 
Arius and Socinus; and forming a 
line of demarcation between ortho- 
doxy and the corruptions of Chris- 
tianity; but with no appropriate re- 
ference to the agency of the three 
Divine Persons in the work of hu- 
man redemption; with no practical, 
personal desire to obtain and enjoy 
the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
or the love of God, or the com- 
munion of the Holy Ghost. Yet 
there was an ample space of neu- 
tral ground where Pertinax cordially 
shook hands with the practical ir- 
religionist, whether Catholic, Arian, 
Socinian, or of whatever other spe- 
cies; for, differing as they might 
in other respects, they were firmly 
united in pursuing, with avidity the 
things of this world. They seve- 


rally returned from the church, the. 


chapel, or the mecting, to the cen- 
tral point of pleasure and profit; 
from which, for a moment only, they 
diverged, when public worship or 
party doctrines demanded their re- 
treat from the direct pursuit of 
avarice and vanity. At the Mon- 
day morning’s assemblage in the 
county hall, to expedite the con- 
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course there was nothing wrong in 
the engagement itself—I speak only 
of the spirit of the individual) and 
at the evening party and ball, there 
was a periect identity of feeling, 
On the racc course, and in the 
chace, all religious dissension was 
merged in the pleasurable sensa- 
tions of the hour. If they did not 
cement their union by an attendance 
at the gambling-table, or the cock- 
pit, they did not abstain on purely 
Christian principles. The occupa- 
tion did not suit their taste, or was 
too low, too gross for their depart- 
ment of the world. No question 
was asked how it stood with regard 
to the Divine law. Now what does 
this tale unfold, but that such men 
were unbelievers in masquerade, 
whether concealing their anti-Chris- 
tianity under the visor of Catholicity, 
or dressed in various costumes of 
Protestantism! They never con- 
templated the Gospel in the abstract; 
or considered forms of ecclesiasti- 
cal polity valuable, only in propor- 
lion as they bring men personally 
acquainted with the religion of Jesus 
Christ. Pertinax was not aware 
that the majority of mankind, and 
himself among the rest, were nihil- 
ists; practically indifferent to every 
thing, except to the secularities and 
perversions superinduced upon the 
Gospel by human frailty or conti- 
vance. Such is the papal system— 
such the religion of the Reforma- 
tion—as too frequently exhibited by 
the adherents of either scheme to the 
gaze and compassion of a genuine 
Christian. 

And here I close this lengthened 
discussion. If it confirm the devout 
reader in the faith once delivered to 
the saints, by contrasting with the 
true religion of Jesus Christ the 
perverse superstitions of his merely 
nominal adherents, it is well. Grace 
be with all them that love our Lord 
Jesus Christ in sincerity! 








JULY, 


cerns of a canal or a mine, (of 








of 
in 
ul 
it 


CC 
re 
VC 
it 


tic 
to 
C¢ 





& SB te +. ote CD WF OS 


7 a J bal =U or we —_— a —— 


_ 


1826. CHARACGTBR AND GLAIMS OF THE P. E. CHURCH. 


——— AND CLAIMS OF THE 

PROTESTANT E. CHURCH. 

We again present our readers 
with a letter from the “Episcopal 
Register.” It is selected for its 
temperate and we think conclusive 
discussion of the distinctive princi- 
ples of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church. Towards our brethren of 
other Christian societies, we would 
entertain no unfriendly feeling and 
use no harsh nor uncharitable lan- 
guage; but we must be permitted to 
exercise a right which belongs to us 
as wellastothem. That great ig. 
norance and greater indifference ex- 
ist upon this subject, even in our 
own church, cannot be denied; and 
we view a religious miscellany as 
the proper channel to convey this 
species of information, and the pro- 
per sphere for all discussion upon 
these minor points of faith. We do 
conceive it to be of great impor- 
tance, however, that all possible 
light should be thrown upon this 
subject; and then if the scriptural 
character of our doctrines and the 
purity of our lives correspond to the 
elevated claims and primitive cha- 
racter of the church to which we 
belong, all opposition will be dis- 
armed, and multitudes will gather 
around that sanctuary where the 
Saviour has promised to be present 
even to the end of the world.—[ Ed. 


LETTER VI. 


{In selecting only one or two points 
of summary and popular argument 
in favour of the prominent and dis- 
tinctive traits of Episcopacy, I find 
it difficult at the same time, to deter- 
mine upon the strongest, and most 
compressible. Vast learning and 
research have been employed, and 
volumes written on the subject; but 
it by no means comports with my 
design to travel over so wide a field, 
I simply aim at exhibiting the ques- 
tion in a point of view perspicuous 
to the plainest understanding, and 
Conclusive with every candid in- 
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quirer. I shall of course omit many 
considerations peculiarly interesting 
and convincing to the learned, and 
all that circumstantial and collateral 
evidence which adds firmness to the 
certainty of their conviction. 

The two points of argument se- 
lected, relate, 

Ist, to the several orders of 
Clergy, together with their distinc- 
tive offices and powers—and 

2dly, to the"use of a Liturgy, or 
an established form of common 
prayer. 

If we can establish the apostolic 
and primitive authority of these two 


points, every candid inquirer will of 


course yield to the minor peculiari- 
ties of Episcopacy, many of which 
are dependent or inferential, and all 
of so much less magnitude than the 
grand question, that they will be 
quietly adopted, if not heartily ap- 
proved. 

On both points, the sources of my 
argument shall be the Scriptures, 
the History ofthe Primitive Church, 
and the Expediency of the case. 

1. If you consider the kingdom of 
God, or visible Church of Christ as 
first established under his own minis- 
try, and admit that he sustained its 
highest office, you will plainly dis- 
cover the remarkable fact that whilst 
he was on earth there were three 
orders in the ministry. In the first 
order he stood alone—in the second 
were the Apostles, and in the lowest 
the seventy Disciples. This cir- 
cumstance is the more worthy of 
notice, as many of the eminent early 
writers of the Church advert to it, 
and speak of it as a sentiment then 
very generally entertained, that the 
great Head of the Church designed 
there should ever be these three or- 
ders, answering to the like threefold 
distinction in the Jewish Priesthood, 
which always consisted of the High 
Priest in the first rank—the ordinary 
Priests or sons of Aaron in the se- 
cond, and the Levites in the third. 

Upon the ascension of our blessed 
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Saviour, when the first office on 
earth became vacant, the Apostles 
received a new commission, deemed 
much more naturally an advance- 
ment to higher authority, than a 
needless confirmation of that pre- 
viously possessed, and not only ever 
afterward exercised the highest 
powers of government, but also pro- 
ceeded to the appointment of Dea- 
cons—thus keeping thg three orders 
in the intermediate which the 
seventy were placed, still entire. A 
distinction thus obviously traced, 
stands out more plainly to view, in 
the first verse of the Epistle to the 
Philippians. Paul and Timotheus, 
ministers inthe highest order, not 
only salute the saints which are at 
Philippi, but also dishofs, (as min- 
isters of the second order were then. 
and some time afterwards, frequent- 
ly called) and deacons, who were 
ministers of the lowest order. 

It becomes necessary, however, 
not only to mark these distinctions, 
but also to prove that they were read, 
and not merely nominal or accident- 
al, by showing that they each had 
appropriated offices and powers. 
About the intermediate order there 
has been no dispute. It willonly be 
necessary therefore to show, that to 
the first office belonged the sole 
power of ordination and confirma- 
tion, and that the last was strictly 
clerical, conveying authority to 
preach and baptize. 

It appears then, that Stephen, one 
of the seven Deacons, was full of the 
Holy Ghost, awd preached the Gos 
pel with great power. And from the 
eighth chapter of the Acts, that Phil- 
ip, another of these Deacons, went 
down to Samaria, and there perform- 
ed both these ministerial offices. 
But before the converts thus made 
could be admitted to all the privi- 
leges of the Church, it was deemed 
necessary that Peterand John should 
go down, and lay their hands upon 
them, in a rite early understood to 
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the first order alone, a power to 
perform. 

From the Acts and Epistles it is 
sufficiently manifest that the Apos- 
tles exercised supreme authority in 
the visible body of Christian people, 
ordaining, as in the case of the 
seven—confirming, as in that of the 
Samaritans and several others—pre- 
siding in councils and officially sub- 
scribing their pastoral letters, as in 
the case of James at Jerusalem, on 
the question of eating things offered 
to idols, &c. Paul, by his sole power, 
ordained Timothy, though the Pres- 
byters concurred as they now do. 
Timothy held the highest authority 
in the Church at Ephesus, as Titus 
did in Crete—having power to or- 
dain Elders, and to try and censure 
them. And the letters of the great 
Head of the Church, recorded in 
the Revelation, are addressed to a 
single person, the Angel, or as it 
has ever been understood, the 
Bishop of each of the seven Church- 
es in Asia. 

All these circumstances and facts, 
and very many more, conspire to 
show that the notices of the apostolic 
origin and establishment of Episco- 
pacy, are as striking and numerous 
in those fragments of the earliest 
history of the Church which have 
come down to us under the sanction 
of inspiration, as the nature of the 
question will well allow. They form 
coincidences adjusted with wonder- 
ful precision and exactness, to the 
alleged existence in those periods, 
of that form of government, which 
so soon afterwards universally pre- 
vailed; nor can they be as naturally 
or completely reconciled with any 
other supposed state of things. 

From the mass of historical evi- 
dence, a single argument alone can 
be selected. At the commence 
ment of the third century Episcopa- 
cy prevailed over all Christendom. 
not only in large cities, but through- 
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No fact is better established, or more 
universally admitted than this. 

Of eavlicr writers, authors then 
living, or who have since written, 
not one has specified the time, when 
Episcopal powers began first to be 
exercised, or who was the presump- 
tuous Presbyter that first made pre- 
tensions tothem. No change could | 
have been effected by civil authori-| 
ty, for we are speaking of a period ! 
previous to the acknowledgment of | 
Christianity as the religion of the 
state. If any other form of Church 
government had existed at the first, 
it is impossible to conceive that any 
change could have taken place, with- 
out producing such excitement, stir, | 
and contest, as must have been no-| 
ticed and recorded. It is as un- | 
philosophical as it is unfair to say 
that it was brought about gradual- 
ly. ‘Vhis isa mere theory—a gra- 
tuitous assumption, without shadow 
of proot. Look ata single feature 
of this absurd conjecture. It sup- 
poses that the presiding Presbyters 
gradually assumed the powers of 
ordination, confirmation, and of ex- 
ercising discipline; and by imper- 
ceptible and undisputed steps, at 
lengthappropriated to themselves an 
amazing proportion of the incomes 
of the Church. By this very sup- 
position, no small part of the ques- 
tion is given up; for it supposes the 
same Presbyter to have presided for 
years, or even for life, over the 
Ciergy of his city or neighbourhood, 
which is so near an approach to the 
correct notion of a primitive Bishop, 
that we need have no dispute on the 
subject; for the name is a mere no- 
thing in the controversy. But can 
any person seriously assert that no 
stern and inflexible—no proud and 
aspiring—no captious and complain- 
ing Presbyter would have discovered 
and withstood these growing assump- 
tions? that at the end of one century, 
or at most of two centuries, the me- 
morials of a former age would so ut- 
terly have perished, that the primi- 

Vol, 7......Ne, 1367 

















CHARACTER AND CLAIMS OF THE P. E., CHURCH. 529 


tive practice would have been forgot- 
ten or lost? that all records of such 
struggle for increase of power, and 
the name of the aspiring innovator 
would have been destroyed? Must I 
then admit that where worldly inter- 
est would have been most jealous, 
and the care of the faithful most 
euarded and watchful, an innevation 
of such magnitude should calmly 
and silently have taken place, as ex- 
alted one man in every Church so 
much above his former fellow Pres- 
byters? and this too nearly at the 
same time, in all places, even to the 
most remote corner of the universal 
Churches, to the total subversion 
and oblivion of apostolic injunctions 
and practice? Other controversies 
of a far less important and exciting 
nature are recorded—the names of 
innovators and heretics held up to 
execration, and their several op- 
posers, the successive defenders and 
changpions of the truth, are invested 
with due honour and veneration? 
Who then will account for the fact 
that Episcopacy so early became 
universal, unless it were also apfos- 
tolic? Ifthe opinion that a gradual 
change from some other form of 
Church government to Episcopacy, 
was effected, cannot be supported 
by facts—if neither the rise of the 
error, the name of the innovator, nor 
the circumstances of the contest can 
be found in any history of the first 
two centuries, it becomes unavoid- 
ably necessary to admit the fact that 
Episcopacy prevailed from the first, 
and kept pace with the diffusion of 
Christianity. 

The eafiediency of the Epis- 
copal form of Church order and dis- 
cipline, remains next to be consider- 
ed. 

It is no slight presumption in fa- 
vour of its primitive and apostolic 
origin, that it has been preserved in 
the Church, by divine Providence, 
thro’ every age, and in every coun- 
try, and has accompanied and clung 
to the Bible, and the visible Church, 
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under all circumstances, precisely 
as they have to each other, and un- 
til within a few centuries quite as 
universally. Through long ages oi 
darkness and persecution, the people 
of God have supremely venerated 
the Book of Inspiration, and the 
Church which they constituted, was 
ali along submissive to the Episco- 
pal form of government. Stripped 
of its corruptions and restored to 
its primitive state, it is wonderfully 
and admirably calculated, like 
Christianity itself, for every age and 
country, climate and people. It is 
fitted to the various exigences ofthe 
Church—to the still more varying 
characters «and conditions of men, 
and to every tolerant form of civil 
government which has prevailed, or 
can well be conceived to prevail. 
It was once extensively established 
in Africa—it has ruled.........but too 
corruptly, alas! at Rome—it has 


spread to the remotest corners of 


Christendom—it has existed amidst 
persecution among the Waldenses— 
it has survived oppression and the 
purpose ofextinction in the mountains 
of Hindostan amongst the Syrian 
Christians,.....it 20w sends forth Mis. 
sionaries to all lands, under the Mora. 
vian and English Churches, and is, 
we hope, gaining favour and firm 
footing under the happy govern- 
mentofourowncountry. A system 
adapted so admirably to all circum- 
stances ofthe militant Church, which 
ever generally, and for a long time 
universally accompanied Christiani- 
ty in every stage and region of its 
progress, and still promises to secure 
to the remote corner of the earth 
where I now write, the advantages 
to which I have alrearly alluded....... 
must surely be the best and most ex- 
pedient form of Church Government. 

But I cannot close this argument 
without entering my protest against 
the prevailing method of reposing 
the question of Church government 
upon the low and entangled ground 
of mere expediency. Of this argu- 
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ment applied to Episcopacyv, my 
view is the same, as when it is ap- 
plied to Christianity: that it is an ar- 
xument sufficiently convincing to its 
friends. Every believer considers 
the Christian, as the most expedient 
of all possible religions. So think 
we of Lipiscopacy, that it is the most 
expedient of all possible forms of 
Church government. But as every 
Christian would be shocked if called 
upon to rest the evidence of his re- 
lizion, solely upon its expediency, 
so do consistent Churchmen con- 
sider it unreasonable and absurd, to 
be expected to maintain Episcopacy 
upon no better or higher footing. 
The internal, but above all, the his- 
torical evidences of Scripture, are 
alleged in its proof, and upon its 
historical evidence alone, the friends 
of Episcopacy are perfectly willing 
to rest its claims. By the same pro- 
cess of examination which we insti- 
tute with regard to the Bible, do we 
investigate the question of Episcopa- 
cy: and just as impartial, laborious, 
and philosophic in the one examina- 
tion as in the other, we rise from 
examining the claims of Episcopacy, 
with a depth of conviction enly sur- 
passed by that which we yield pre- 
eminently and supremely to the Book 


or GOD. 





Translated for the Repertory. 
OF THE ORACLE AT DELPHI, 
BY FRANC. MENGOTTI. 


( Mem. dell’ Istit. del Regno Lom. 
Veneto. 1822-3.) 


Two opinions exist regarding the 
Oracle at Delphi. One, supported 
by Origen and the fathers of the 
church, supposes that the answers 
of the Pythia were given by inspira- 
tion of the devil: the other, main- 
tained by Van Dale, Fontenelle, and 
other Philosophers of the 18th cen- 
tury, goes to prove that the respon- 
ses were the fruit only of impos- 
ture and falsehood. Mengotti of- 
fers a third opinion. He views the 
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Oracle at Delphi as a political in- 
stitution, intimately connected with 
the ‘-confederated government of 
Greece, founded and continued by 
the Amphyctionic Council. To a 
certam degree, this opinion coin- 
cides with that of Van Dale and 
Fontenelle. Upon either supposi- 
tion, the Oracle was necessarily the 
work of stratagem and fraud; only, 
according to Van Dale and Fonte- 
nelle, the imposition would be to 
the profit of the Oracle itself; ac- 
cording to Mengotti, it was estab- 
lished and maintained for the profit 
of the general polity of Greece. In 
my view this is going too far. Er- 
ror is seldom established of set 
purpose,—but when it has already 
gained ground among a people, in- 
dividuals often avail themselves of 
it to aid them in acquiring wealth 
and power. We might rejoice if 
popular credulity had been only 
employed by a counsel of sages for 
the public good. That this was 
the case in Greece, Mengotti at- 
tempts to prove in the first part of 
his memoir. He cites numerous 
examples from which it would fol- 
low that all the responses of the 
Oracle were dictated by the Am- 
phyctionic Council, for the mutual 
interest of the various Grecian 
states, and with reference also to 
the foreign powers of whom they 
stood in dread. All this seems too 
strongly stated. We can hardly 
imagine a body of men, so enlight- 
ened, directing in this manner the 
superstitions of a whole nation, with- 
out sharing in the belief. Accord- 
ing to Mengotti, the Amphyctions 
alune were privy to the fraud; they 
alone caused the Pythonesses to 
speak and deliver oracles. This 
does not appear reasonable, espe- 
cially in an assembly, often remov- 
ed, formed of deputies, and meeting 
twice a year. If the Amphyctions 
had known certainly that it was an 
imposition, they would soon have 
lost all credit. When two Seoth- 








sayers cannot louk each other in 
the face without laughing, the peo- 
ple will soun begin to laugh at them 
both. In the second part, the au- 
thor attempts to show with what 
admirable art the Amphyctions 
chose the place for the Oracle, and 
with what address they attracted 
strangers, in order to become better 
acquainted with the plans of every 
state, and the intrigues of every 
court. He says that to their deep 
policy was owing the removal of 
duties at Delphi, and the perfect 
freedom of commerce. But it is 
more natural to think that the Am- 
phyctions established nothing, only 
iaxing advantage of what already 
existed. They did not select a 
particular place to found there an 
oracle, and to draw crowds of per- 
sons to it; but only fixed their as- 
sembly where the Oracle had al- 
ready attracted multitudes. Fonte- 
nelle himself observes, “I do not 
believe that the original establish- 
ment of the Oracle was a medita- 
ted imposition, but the people fell 
into some superstition which gave 
room to individuals of greater 
acuteness to profit by it.” (Hist. 
des orac. Ist. dissert. ch. 1.) Even 
in this case, it might be asked, to 
what point individuals of acuteness 
sincerely believe when they follow 
the public faith and have an interest 
in it—[Ferussac’s Bulletin, June 
1825. | NOSTREBOR. 
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I notice in the last number of 
your magazine some remarks called 
forth by a suggestion which I had 
made to the public through your 
number for May. I had hoped that 
hostility to Theological Schools was 
a feeling which could find but little 
indulgence at the present period; at 
least, I did not believe that any one 
could be found so strongly opposed 
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to them as to venture anattack. It|| infidelity, which are furnished ready : w 

5 has been customary for new sects, || made to those who will receive any a 
: when first springing into existence, | thing upon trust that defends what | c 
. | to decry all reliance upon the aid of || they wish to be true, have their ori- s 
| education in explaining and enforc- || gin with men who attempt to display b 
. | ing the precepts of the Bible, as im- || their learning or to palliate the guilt v 


plying a distrust of the power cf the 
Holy Spirit.. They soon become | 
convinced, however, that the age of | 
miracles is past; that for the defence | 
of the Gospel the world has been al- | 
ready furnished with the evidences, | 
yet a skilful hand is necessary to col- | 
lect and arrange them. ‘Thus we 
see literary and theological Semina- 
ries rising up among societies which 
a few years since thought it border- 
ing upon impiety to encourage them. 
But as there are individuals in eve- 
ry community who think differently 
from othe:s around them, so it seems 
there is one of your readers amongst | 
a people who will be the last to un 
dervalue learning, who has ventured 
to manifest his dissent from common | 
opinions by writing against theologi- | 
cal Seminaries As my communi- 
cation appears to have been the 
means of calling forth his remarks, I 
will venture to make a few sugges- 
tions to him and any others who may 
entertain similar opinions. 

It should seem, from the light in 
which this subject first presents it- 
self, that a learned ministry would 
not be necessary either to explain or 
defend the doctrines of the Bible.— 
Their simplicity is such as to strike 
the most careless observer, and their 
plainness is acknowledged by the 
most unlearned inquirer. But if we | 
draw our conclusion thus hastily we 
shall find ourselves wide from the 
truth. Were objections never start- 
ed or difficulties never discovered 
but by those of candid and inquiring 
minds, the necessity might perhaps 
be somewhat diminished. But the 
fact is quite otherwise. Most, and 
I might say nearly all, the perplex- 
ities thrown jn the way of those who 
are disposed to be just to their own 











souls; as well as the arguments for 


of their abandoned lives by destroy- 
ing the public regard for that reli- 
gion which condemns them. No 
science has been left unhallowed by 
their touch. All have been put to 
the rack, to learn if something could 
not be extorted which might be coun- 
strued ayainst the truths of the Bi- 
ble. One finds his path to Heaven 
completely closed by the assertion 
that there were giants in former 
days, when his mathematicks plainly 
demonstrate that a being so large as 
some are represented to have been, 
could not possibly support bis own 
weight! Another cannot repose any 
confidence in a God who says he 
placed the sun and moon in the fir- 
mament, when astronomy has never 
been able to discover such a place. 


“Some drill and bore 
The solid earth, and from the strata there 
Extract a register, by which we learn, 
That he who made it, and revealed its 
date 


To Moses, was mistaken in its age.” 


Were men of acknowledged learn- 
ing suffered thus to accumulate their 
objections, drawn from the most re- 
mote and untraveled walks of sci- 
ence, there might be thrown into the 
collection something to stagger the 
faith of some and strengthen the in- 
fidelity of others. Without an enligh- 
tened clergy to stand up for the 
truth when learning is arrayed a- 
gainst it, religion would be left with- 
out. defence at a point most impor- 
tant to be maintained—its credibili- 
ty. An unlettered man might ex- 
plain to a devout congregation, the 
duties of the Christian life, and ex- 
hort them to repentance and perse- 
verance in well doing. He might 
go further, and still the little risings 
of disquiet occasioned by a perusal 
of such authors as Payne.- But 
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when a Porphyry or a Hume arises 
and addresses himself to men of 
cultivated minds, with a force of rea- 
soning almost resistless, he must 
be met on his own ground, by men 
whose intellectual powers are as 
highly wrought as his own. 

Should it be thought needless to 
maintain a large number of insutu- 
tions devoted to theological learning, 
and expect of all clergymen that 
they should go through a course of 
instruction here before entering up- 
on the duties of teachers, when so 
few, very few, are called upon to 
encounter a dangerous enemy to our 
religion; it may be answered, that 
we cannot know beforehand who 
may be called upon by the nature of 
his talents, or be drawn out by a 
conibination of circumstances, to de- 
fend the interests of our common 
faith, But were it a fact that we 
could determine with mathematical 
precision the time when an infidel 
writer of more than usual powers 
should arise and threaten to under- 
mine the foundation upon which all 
our hopes are built; and were it also 
true that we could know the very 
point against which all his energies 
would be directed; and still further, 
could we single out beforehand from 
all the world, the individual best qua- 
lified to stand up in defence of the 
truth; even then, the demand for an 
enlightened clergy would be but in 
a small degree diminished. It is 
not enough that infidels have been 
once successfully answered: we must 
have men of education, who know 
by whom they have been answered, 
and who can, as occasion shall offer, 
bring forward and apply the argu- 
ments of such as the prevalence of 
particular errors shall render most 
needful. At one time the Christian 
Minister maybe called upon to 
guard his people, or an individual 
among them, from infidelity founded 
upon the supposed discrepancy of 
the scripture chronology. At ano- 
ther, he may be encountered by 
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those who suppose that no evidence 


is sufficient to give credibility to a 
miracle; or he may find himself en- 
gaged in discussion with one who at- 
tempts to maintain the ground that 
the idea of a revelation from God to 
man is in itself absurd, or that the 
appearance of the earth is a demon- 
stration of its existence prior to the 
time assigned by Moses for its cre- 
ation. 

Whatever may be the character 
of the objections started by a way- 
ward mind, a clergyman of educa- 
tion, and he alone, is prepared to 
meet them. ‘True it is, that men 
who cherish unwarrantable opinions 
may go on Strengthening themselves 
in error, and corrupting those around 
them, without making known their 
sentiments to those who profess to 
be teachers of religion; but a slight 
examination will disclose the cause 
which producesthis. They will ge- 
nerally be found to be men who have 
reason to believe that the clergyman 
near them is little qualified to give 
them instruction on those points 
where they find the greatest difficul- 
ty. Comparing themselves with 
men of this description, they soon feel 
a confidence in their own strength, 
which is almost proof against reason, 
when a few words of seasonable in- 
struction from one who was known 
to be qualified to give it, might have 
dashed the poisoned cup from the 
lips of the hapless man. To this 
want of ability in unlearned clergy- 
men, and the consequent want of re- 
spect towards their opinions, we are 
to ascribe the prevalence and the 
boldness of Deism and Universal- 
ism where Christianity is but feebly 
defended by a pious though poorly 
instructed ministry. 

When reasoning upon this sub- 
ject we must take into consideration 
the fact, that when the doubts of the 
sceptic have been answered, or the 
theory of an infidel overthrown, the 
subject is not set at rest. Year af- 
ter vear and age after age indivicu- 
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als arise, and without going so deep- 
ly into the subject as to inquire whe- 
ther the ground they are taking was 
ever before disputed, or if disputed, 
with what success, exhibit their fan- 
cied greatness of soul in mad at- 
tempts to free the human mind from 
the “shackles of superstition and the 
thraldom of priestcraft.”” Men of 
reading, without being intimidated 
by the greatness of pretensions, or 
the novelty of the form in which an- 
tiquated ideas are presented, are 
furnished with a ready reply, or, at 
least, know where it is to be found. 

If, then, to the consideration that 
a well-educated clergyman is better 
qualified to explain and defend the 
precepts of Christianity, than an un- 
lettered man can be, we add this; 
that he will naturally draw around 
him more hearers, and consequently 
have an opportunity of doing more 
good, the reasons for entrusting the 
guidance of the church to men of 
learning, will appear strong and well 
founded. 

If wisdom in a religious teacher is 
preferable to ignorance, what must 
be the character of this knowledge 
and what places are most suitable 
for its acquisition? 

Some for convenience, others 
from choice, pursue their studies in 
divinity with a clergyman who hap- 
pens to be a personal friend or a po- 

ular preacher. Another course, 
which has found some to recommend 
and a few to adopt it, is to store the 
mind with a fund of general know- 
ledge, such as is usually taught at 
literary institutions, and then, after a 
short time devoted to the study of 
human nature as it is read in the 
great book of life, to enter upon the 
discharge of the duties of the sacred 
office. Both of these are liable to 
serious objections, to which a Semi- 
nary devoted exclusively to theolo- 
gical instruction is not exposed. 

Those who study with a private 
teacher, seldom—-I should perhaps 
be within the truth were I to say ne- 
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ver—continue with him long enough 
to go through a course of studies so 
full as may be pursued at a theolo- 
gical school. But could a different 
state of things be effected, and young 
men be kept a sufficient length of 
time with an instructor; how few 
clergymen whose attention is occu- 
pied with the duties of a parish, are 
qualified to give that instruction in 
every branch of theological learning, 
which might be given by several pro- 
fessors, whose undivided attention is 
directed to particular studies. It is 
well known that few individuals are 
exempt from peculiarities and preju- 
dices; these give a tint to their opi- 
nions, and should they be teachers, 
characterize their instructions.— 
However becoming a_ peculiarity 
may be in the individual with whom 
it is original, it always detracts from 
him who copies it. To this danger 
of servile imitation he is exposed 
who has but one teacher as an exam- 
ple before him. The student in a 
Seminary, receiving instruction from 
several professors, soon learns to 
distinguish what is peculiar ‘to the 
men as individuals, and is therefore 
less liable to copy the defects of ei- 
ther—TI say defects, because imita- 
tion seldom extends beyond copying 
the faults of others, or at least what 
become such in him who borrows 
them. 

The superior advantages, then, 
enjoyed by a student of divinity who 
receives public instruction, are that 
he goes through a course of studies 
more ample—receives instruction 
from more competent teachers—and 
is less liable to borrow any peculia- 
rities of manner or sentiment, than 
one who pursues his solitary studies 
with a private friend or a popular 
preacher. 

There is another benefit, of no 
small value, enjoyed by those who 
are associated with others in the 
same pursuits. They have an op- 
portunity of comparing themselves 
with those who are to occupy similar 
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stations in life with themselves, and 
by this means they learn to puta just 
estimate upon their own abilities, 
they discover wherein they are 
strong, aud where they have need 
to guard against the exhibition of 
weakness. If modest worth can be 
brought forward and made to exhibit 
its excellence, it must be by insti- 
tuting a comparison between itself 
and that which is inferior. If vanity 
can be depressed, no means can be 
more effectual than bringing it daily 
into competition with superior merit. 

The student who acquires his edu- 
cation at a public Seminary not only 
becomes acquainted with himself, 
but he can weigh the characters and 
abilities of those to be devoted to the 
same profession, and with some of 
whom he will probably have inter- 
course in after life. 

With regard to the charge that 
education makes a man too vain of 
showing his learning, to be useful, I 
think it hardly necessary to make a 
remark. Ifa man is possessed of so 
weak an intellect that a little learn- 
ing places him far above his audi- 
ence, his mental deficiency must be 
so great that the want of learning 
would have left him far beneath 
them. I speak not now of young 
men who have just commeneed 
public speaking. It is very possi- 
ble that they may for a while employ 
the language of the schools; but a 
little practice in the discharge of the 
active duties of their station, will be 
sufficient in men of common abilities 
to wear away the stiff scholastic man- 
ners which they carry from the stu- 
dy into the world. Men of well in- 
formed minds, and good judgment, 
will bring their hearers up to a level 
with themselves or adapt their style 
to the taste of their audience, as pru- 
dence may dictate. 

Those who recommend the course 
pursued by those who enter upon 
the duties of the sacred ministry with 
nothing but a classical education, | 





cannot, I think, have examined the | 
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subject in its true light. If the du- 
ties of the clergyman were solely to 
preach the morality of the Bible, 
such an education might perhaps be 
sufficient; but he has others, which 
require him to give a particular di- 
rection to his studies, as much as if 
he were preparing for the medical 
profession, or for the bar. 

If the above remarks are just— 
and I trust they are in a gyod de- 
gree—Theological Seminaries are 
valuable institutions, and call for the 
patronage and the prayers of the 
friends of our holy religion. 

Hooker. 


Sateen 
————— 


SECOND CIRCULAR OF THE EDU- 
CATION SOCIETY TO ITS MEM- 
BERS AND AUXILIARIES.. 


“Mar 1826. 


[ This collection of papers we pub- 
lish in the Repertory previously to 
their being issued in a separate 
form..| 

In compliance with their promise, 
the Managers of the Education So- 
ciety issue a second collection of in- 
teresting extracts relating to the im- 
portant subject entrusted to their 
care. They know from highest au- 
thority, that the best of things re- 
quire to be impressed upon the for- 
getful memories and too careless 
hearts of men, in the way of “line 
upon line, precept upon precept, 
here a little and there a little.” Be- 
lieving that the objects of their Soci- 
ety are of the very first importance 
to the Christian Church and to the 
human race, they cannot forbear to 
press it upon the minds of those to 
whom they look for support, fre- 
quently, variously, and most earn- 
estly. 

For the encouragement of those 
who have thus far aided our cause, 
and to induce others to unite their 
prayers and alms to those already 
offered, we would mention with gra- 
titude, that God’s blessing has been 
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granted to ourendeavours. A num- 
ber of young men have been and are 
receiving from the Society, that pe- 
cuniary assistance which is necessa- 
ry to their due preparation for the 
ministry. The Sckool at Alexan- 
dria, where they receive their theo- 
logical instruction, continues to pros- 
per. Nineteen young men are there 
pursuing their studies and perform- 
ing suitable exercises under the su- 
perintendence of three Professors 
Already is the Church experiencing 
the benefits of this School and of the 
Societies which contribute so effec- 
tually to its support in the labours of 
those pious and well-educated young 
inen who have, under their fostering 
care, entered upon the holy duties 
of the ministry. Let us thank God 


for the past, take courage, and pro- 
ceed with an increased zeal and libe- 
rality to the performance of the part 
which Providence assigns us; never 
forgetting that the harvest truly is 
great, but the labourers few, and 


ever praying that the Lord of the 
harvest would send forth more la- 
bourers. 

We begin with the following, 
from an address to Christian females 
in favour of the London Missionary 
Society. Although our particular 
design is not distinctly recognised 
in it as an object of female charity, 
yet the training of young men for 
the ministry is so necessary to the 
success of the Missionary enter- 
prise, that whatever arguments are 
urged in favour of the latter, apply 
with equal force to the claims of our 
Society. 

“It is from woman that we ex- 
pect the charities of life from the 
cradle tothe tomb. She was made 
tan help meet for man;’ and where 
can she exert the gracious power so 
honourably, so scripturally, so suc- 
cessfully, as when she ‘provokes 
him to love and good works?’ She 
has only to look around her upon 
the miseries of the unconverted 
world, in order to excite her zeal, 
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and call forth all her benevolence, 
To what does the Missionary Socie- 
ty direct her attention? and what 
object is she called to secure? Is 
she a mother? The cries of ten 
thousand infants fill her ears, who 
are devoted by superstition or policy 
to a violent death. Is she a wife?—~— 
The co-equality of righis, and the 
participation of endearments result- 
ing from them, so essential to the 
security and the harmony of society, 
must be an object equally impor- 
tant—and these are unknown among 
the poor heathen, to whom the Mis- 
sionary Society is teaching ‘a more 
excellent way.” Wien a Mission- 
ary in South America was reproving 
a married woman of good character 
for following the custom of destroy- 
ing female infants, she answered 
with tears, ‘I wish to God, father, 
I wish to God, that my mother had, 
by my death, prevenied the distress 
I endure, and have yet to endure, 
as long as I live. Consider, father, 
our deplorable condition. Our hus- 
bands go to hunt, and trouble them- 
selves no further. We are drag- 
ged along, with one infant at the 
breast, and another in a basket.— 
They return in the evening without 
any burden; we return with the 
burden of our children, and though 
tired with a long march, we are not 
permitted to sleep, but must labour 
the whole night in grinding maize 
to make chicaforthem. They get 
drunk, and in their drunkenness 
beat us, draw us by the hair of the 
head, and tread us under foot. And 
what have we to comfort us for sla- 
very that has no end? A young 
wife is brought in upon us, who is 
permitted to abuse us and our chil- 
dren, because we are no longer re- 
garded. Can human nature endure 
such tyranny? What kindness can 
we show to our female children, 
equal to that of relieving them from 
such oppression, more bitter a 
thousand times than death? JI say 
again, would to God, my mother 
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had put me under the ground the 
moment I was born!” Observe, 
this was not a peculiar case, but a 
national custom. But these are 
savage nations—and what can be 
expected from barbarians but bar- 
barity? Turn your eyes, then, up- 
on the East—upon India, whence 
Europe has derived her primitive 
elements of science, through the 
medium of Egypt and Phoenicia— 
the one, the reservoir of the accu- 
mulated knowledge of Oriental na- 
tions; the other, under the character 
of the navigators of the globe, the 
transporters of those treasures to 
the isles of Greece, the empire of 
Rome, the remote shores of Britain, 
and every place which they touch- 
ed in their adventurous voyages.— 
The writer of this sheet would dis- 
dain to touch your hearts, unless he 
had possession of your understand- 
ing also; he therefore supplies you 
with facts, anc leaves the inferences 
to your judgment and your feeling. 
Look then at India, where the de- 
votee is crushed under the car of 
Juggernaut—where the clue to his 
temple is furnished by human bones, 
bleached by the meridian sun, and 
scattered on the road, at the dis- 
tance of fifty miles from the altar of 
this Oriental Moloch; where the wife 
expires upon the funeral pyre of 
her husband—is sometimes forced 
there by her own child, the son of 
her womb, of her vows, of her fond- 
est solicitude; whom she has nour- 
ished at her breast, and reared up- 
on her knees, but who has no pity 
for the parent who gave him life-— 
Such instances have occurred, 
where the first-born has himself 
bound his mother, and cast her up- 
onthe flames. Christian women, 
awake! the voice of millions cries in 
your ears for succour; consult the 
hand writing of heaven upon your 
hearts—and refuse your benevolent 
interposition if you can! But in the 
day that you deny your assistance to 
the perishing heathen, renounce the 
VOL. 7.0.NO, 12,——68 
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constitutional temperament which 
distinguishes your sex, and gives 
you to act, while men deliberate. 
“Your acknowledged habits justi- 
fy this appeal to your characteristic 
feelings. To whom has the travel- 
ler looked for relief? When Park 
fainted under the shadow of the tree, 
in the evening which closed many 
days of hunger and toil, it was an 
African woman who brought him 
rice and milk, and bathed his feet 
swollen by travel, while she sung 
to soothe his exhausted powers, a 
song which came home to his heart, 
because it arose out of his circum- 
stances. It was the spontaneous 
eloquence of female sense and sen- 
sibility. And can it ever be forgot- 
ten, that the traveller, who had 
wandered from the frozen circles of 
the poles, to the vertical sun of the 
torrid zone, recorded, as the result of 
his long and often painful experience, 
that he had found mankind as varia- 
ble as the climes which he had vi- 
sited, but women ever tender and 
compassionate. To whom do we 
look for the tender offices of life? — 
To our mothers, our wives, our sis- 
ters, and our daughters. And shall 
the charities so liberally and con- 
stantly dispensed, be denied to a 
society which labours to diminish the 
calamities over which female sym- 
pathy weeps? Such an institution 
has the strongest claims upon your 
active co-operation, because it pre- 
sents the only sphere of action com- 
mensurate with your benevolence. 
‘But what expectations must not 
be formed, when in connexion with 
this native susceptibility, the obli- 
gations of females to Christianity 
are remembered? This is the on- 
ly system which has given te wo- 
man her rights, and placed her in 
her due rank in the scale of the 
creation. It is not the American 
savage alone which treats his wife 
as aslave. The worshipper of Mo- 
hammed does it. The philosopher 
of the East offends against God and 
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nature, in reducing his wife te a 
state of painful subserviency. The 
polished empires of Greece and 
Rome degraded themselves by simi- 
lar barbarity. It was the Bible 
which taught that woman ts the co- 
partner of man, and that it was ‘not 
good for him to be alone.’ It was 
Christianity which claimed their 
equal liberty with their husbands, 
and which abolished alike the sys- 
tem of Eastern despotism and 
Western slavery. Females, con- 
sider that ye owe your rights and 
liberties to Christianity; and not to 
exert all your energies to extend 
this inestimable grant, is in effect to 
despise the blessing. 

“But we confidently appeal to those 
active services which your sex has 
already rendered to this great cause; 
to glorious examples, which have 
shown that if the woman was first 
in the transgression, she has also 
been the first to counteract the ills 
into which she was betrayed, by her 
attachment to the Lord of life, and 
her early promulgation of the Gos- 
pel of the grace of God. Women 
received into their habitations Him 
who had not where to lay his head, 
and ministered to his pressing but 
uncomplaining wants. A woman’s 
tears bathed his weary feet, and she 
wiped them with the hairs of her 
head. The constancy of women 
followed him to Calvary, when his 
disciples all forsook him, and fled; 
and their sighs were incense poured 
around his cross, amidst the exe- 
crations of an infuriated multitude, 
when he ‘made his soul an offering 
for sin.” Lingering there until the 
body could be removed, their love 
was not extinguished with life— 
they prepared the corpse for sepul- 
ture, and were found early in the 
morning hastening to his tomb, 
while the guilty world was slumber- 
ing, and the terrified disciples were 
hiding themselves inan upper cham- 
ber. They first proclaimed his 
resurrection, and to them were the 








celestial messengers sent with the 
glad tidings of this infinitely impor- 
tant event. Afterwards, how con- 
stantly do we find them ‘associated 
with the labours and triumphs of 
the Gospel—inspired by apostolic 
zeal—impelled by more than mor- 
tal energy, and combining with Chris- 
tian ardour the graces of female 
gentleness. The extensive charity 
ofa Dorcas, and the mild spirituali- 
ty of a Lidia; the enlightened con- 
ceptions of a Priscilla; the unfeigned 
faith which dwelt in a Lois and an 
Eunice; the boundless hospitality of 
that ‘elect lady’ celebrated by the 
beloved disciple, whose works of 
mercy are in everlasting remem- 
brance, while her name has perish- 
ed, and are associated in Christian 
bosoms in all ages, with the tender 
affection towards our Lord, of Aer 
who annointed him to his burial, and 
whose generous act was to be told 
wherever the Gospel was preached. 
These are but some of the stars 
shining in a constellation of female 
excellence in the hemisphere ot reli- 
gion. Such characters are pro- 
duced by the Holy Spirit in the im- 
perishable pages of truth, not for 
admiration alone, but for imitation 
also. Surely our country-women 
will strive to emulate them. You 
may be stars also. Arise, shine, 
for your light is come, and the glo- 
ry of the Lord is risen upon you! — 
We receive these primitive eviden- 
ces of female attachment to Christ, 
and exertion in diffusing the knowl- 
edge of the truth, as a pledge of 
what will be done by women in this 
generation, for the furtherance of 
Missionary labours. 

“Will it be asked what females 
are expected to do? We leave the 
decision of their conduct to the im- 
pulses of their hearts, and the dic- 
tates of their judgment. Let but 
their affections be consecrated to the 
cause, and their understanding will 
be sufficiently fruitful in expedients 
to promote it. Their husbands wild 
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be gently prevailed on to lay apart 
some of their substance to serve re- 
ligion. Their children will be nur- 
tured in a Missionary Spirit, and 
learn to associate with all their 
pleasures, the records of Missionary 
privations and triumphs. They 
will solicit the repetition of the often- 
told tale, and glow with a martvr’s 
zeal for the salvation of the souls of 
men. Listen to the eloquent ap- 
peal of a masterly preacher on this 
subject—‘Christian matrons! from 
whose endeared and endearing lips 
we first heard of the wondrous 
Babe of Bethlehem, and were taught 
to bend our knees to Jesus—ye 
who first taught these eagles how to 
soar, will ye now check their flight 
in the midst of heaven?’ ‘I am wea- 
ry,’ said the ambitious Cornelia, of 
being called Scipio’s daughter; do 
something, my sons, to style me the 
mother of the Gracchi.’ And what 
more laudable ambition can inspire 
you, than a desire to be the mothers 
of the Missionaries, Confessors, and 
Martyrs of Jesus? Generations un 

born shall call you blessed. ‘The 
churches of Asia and Africa, when 
they make grateful mention of their 
founders, will say, ‘Blessed be the 
wombs which bare them and the 
breasts which they have sucked!’— 
Ye wives also of the clergy, let it 
not be said, that while ye love the 
mild virtues of the man, ye are in- 
capable of alliance with the gran- 
deur of the minister. The wives 
of Christian soldiers should learn to 
rejoice at the sound of the battle.— 
Rouse, then, the slumbering cour- 
age of your soldiers to the field; and 
think no place so safe, so honoured, 
as the camp of Jesus. Tell the 
Missionary story to your little ones, 
until their young hearts burn, and, in 
the spirit of those innocen's who 
shouted Hosanna to their lowly King, 
they cry, ‘shall not we also be the 
Missionaries of Jesus Christ?’ Such 
an appeal to Christian females can- 
not be made invain. They are not 








the triflers who balance a feather 
against a soul. They will learn to 
intrench superfluities, in order to 
exercise the graces of Christian 
charity. They will emulate those 
Jewish women who ‘worked with 
their hands’ for the hangings of the 
tabernacle, and brought ‘bracelets, 
and ear-rings, and jewels of gold,’ 
for the service of the sanctuary.— 
They will consecrate their orna- 
ments to the perishing heathen; and 
render personal and domestic eco- 
nomy, a fountain of spiritual bles- 
sings to unenlightened nations, and 
to distant ages. They will resign 
the gems of the East to save a soul 
from death, and bind around their 
brow a coronet of stars which shall 
shine for ever and ever!” 

In conformity with our original 
plan we formerly exhibited to you, 
the wants of the American church- 
es, and of her rapidly increasing 
population—In pursuance of the 
same plan, we shall now lay before 
you the claims of the heathen world 
at large. ‘The following considera- 
tions are from an Address of the 
Managers of the Protestant Episco- 
pal Missionary Society in the Uni- 
ted States, to the members of the 
Episcopal Church. 

“1. Six hundred millions of our 
fellow-creatures are destitute of the 
light and blessings of the Gospel. 

‘Let a few facts exhibit the cen- 
sequences of such ignorance. In 
India alone, as is well attested, the 
inhabitants profess to worship three 
hundred and thirty millions of dei- 
ties, some of which are actually 
personifications of sins. Idolatry 


here assumes its most disgusting. 


forms; the victims of delusion groan 
under self-imposed tortures—ob- 
scenity and abomination not to be 
named among Christians, make a 
part of their religion—the waters of 
the Ganges are supposed to wash 
away sin—mothers are seen mur- 
dering their female children, and 
widows are burnt alive on the funer- 
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al pile of their husbands. In the 
year 1815, the number of females 
burned or buried alive under the 
Bengal Presidency, amounted to be- 
tween four and five hundred; in 
1816, to more that six hundred; and 
in the year 1817, seven hundred 
and six women submitted to this 
barbarous custom. 

‘Without noticing the delusions 
of other nations, if we extend our 
view to Africa, we meet a prospect 
equally distressing. Among the 
various superstitions of that benight- 
ed quarter, we are credibly inform- 
ed, that, in the kingdom of Ashan- 
tee, the sacrifice of human victims, 
with preparatory tortures, is a sta- 
ted religious ceremony. On the 
death of his mother, one of the 
kings of this place lately butchered 
no less than three thousand victims; 
and on his own death, this number 
would probably be doubled. The 
funeral rites of a great captain were 
celebrated weekly for three months; 
and two hundred persons were sa- 
crificed at each time, or twenty-four 
hundred in all. 

‘“Tastly—the managers desire to 
set strongly before your view, the 
case of those many members of our 
communion, scattered over the Uni- 
ted States, who in different degrees 
are destitute of Christian privile- 
ges. 

“Besides that, there are districts 
in which the sound of the Gospel is 
unheard in any form in which it is 
professed, we would especially re- 
fer to those persons in various parts 
of the Union, who, being either 
emigrants, or descendants of emi- 
grants from among ourselves, have 
not the means of enjoying the reli- 
gious services which they prefer.— 
It has been estimated that in the 
States and territories situate on the 
Ohio and Mississippi rivers, there 
are not less than one hundred and 

Sifty thousand professing Bpisco- 
falians. From these the constant 
and earnest cry is, ‘come and help 








us;’ and we are bound to hear, from 
the spiritual relation in which we 
stand towards them.” 

The address concludes with the 
following eloquent appeal. 

“Christian Brethren, do you value 
the privileges which God in his 
Providence has conferred upon you? 
Is the Bible esteemed a treasure, 
and have you derived any consola- 
tion or joy, or peace in believing?— 
Do you prise the ordinances of the 
Gospel, the services of the sanctua- 
ry, the ministry of the word, the ho- 
ly sacraments of your religion’— 
Remember the destitute. Let your 
charity expand, and your observa- 
tion extend itself over the solitary 
places of the earth. Behold how 
many are without Bibles, without 
Churches, having none of the hopes 
or joys of the Christian—no minis- 
try—no sacraments. Remember 
the words of the Lord Jesus, how he 
said, ‘it is more blessed to give than 
to receive;’ and that saying of the 
Prophet, ‘they that turn many to 
righteousness, shall shine as the stars 
for ever and ever.’ 

‘We call upon you, brethren, by 
the mercies of God, by the love of 
the Saviour, by the value of immor- 
tal souls, to aid us in this work of 
love. Let all the followers of the 
Lamb unite in prayer for its suc- 
cess. Let every lawful means be 
employed to excite an interest in 
behalf of missions. 

“It is no common undertaking in 
which you are implored to engage— 
no speculation of individual or na- 
tional aggrandizement. It is a work 
combining the interests of heaven 
and earth, involving the salvation of 
thousands yet unborn, and deeply 
affecting the present and eternal 
glory of the kingdom of Christ.”’ 

( To be Continued. ) 
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~-—_——_——_—_—_ 


EXTEMPORANEOUS PRAYER. 
“Far be it from me to dishearten 
any good Christians from the use 
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of conceived prayer in his private 
devotion, and upon occasion, also in 
the public. I would hate to be 
guilty of pouring so much water up- 
on the spirit to which I would glad- 
ly add oil rather. No, let the full 
soul freely pour out itself in gracious 
expressions of its holy thoughts into 
the bosom of the Almighty; let both 
the sudden flashes of our quick 
ejaculations, and the constant flames 
of our more fixed conceptions, mount 
up from the altar of a zealous heart 
unto the throne of grace; and if there 
be some stops or solecisms in the 
fervent utterance of our private 
wants, these are so far from being 
offensive, that they are the most 
pleasing music to the ears of that 
God unto whom our prayers come. 
What I have professed concerning 
conceived prayers, is that which I 
have ever allowed, ever practised, 
both in private and pudlic. God is 
a free Spirit; and so should ours be, 
in pouring out our voluntary devo- 
tions upon all occasions. WVothing 
hinders but that this liberty and a 
public Liturgy should be good 
friends, and go hand in hand to- 
gether; and whosoever would forci- 
bly sefarate them, let them bear 
their own blame. The over rigor- 
ous pressing of the liturgy to the 
jostling out of preaching, or con- 
ceived prayers, was never intended 
by the law-makers, or moderate 
governors of the church.” 
Bisuor Hat. 


ENGLISH EPISCOPACY. 


It will be seen by our readers 
from the following letter of Bishop 
England, and the reply to it, that the 
subject of discussion respecting the 
validity of the Protestant Episcopal 
Ministry, is, for the present at least, 
brought to a close. In this, many, 
no doubt, who are not fond of con- 
troversy, will be not a little gratified; 
and we embrace this occasion to say, 
that, in conducting the work we 








have in charge, it is far more agree- 
able to our views, to inculcate prac- 
tical religion, and build up believers 
in their most holy faith, than to en- 
gage in polemicks of any character. 

But sometimes the cause of‘truth 
and the prosperity of the Redeem- 
er’s kingdom may very materially 
suffer for want of a sober and can- 
did investigation of those important 
matters inseparably connected with 
them __ Believing as we do, that the 
Ministry of the Church to which we 
belong is of Divine appointment, 
and that any attempts to weaken the 
confidence or undermine the faith 
of Protestants in its validity, should 
be met and repelled, we were in- 
duced to place before our readers 
such unquestionable evidence upon 
the subject, as would enable them, 
as circumstances might require, to 
maintain their ground against the so- 
phistry of Papists. Thisis the more 
necessary on account of the many 
artifices to which Papists resort, to 
defraud Protestants of their birth- 
right, and to involve them in all the 
mazes of Paganism and Christianity 
so artfully blended, that the latter is 
hardly discovered. 

Having done this, and kindly in- 
vited the Bishop to follow the exam- 
ple of the distinguished Saints and 
Martyrs of the Reformation, and to 
break off from the corrupt Church 
of Rome, and join the Church which 
maintains the ministry, doctrine, and 
discipline with which she was en- 
dowed by her Lord and Master, we 
propose now to dismiss the subject. 

But before we take leave of the 
Bishop, common courtesy towards 
one so eminently distinguished for 
the urbanity of his manners and the 
amiable character he sustains, de- 
mands that we point out to him with 
all the “radiance of truth” the truly 
primitive Church, about which he 
makes inquiry, and to join which we 
again repeat the invitation, under the 
hope that, upon further reflection, 
he will see the error of his way, and 
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embrace the truth as it tis in Je- 
sus. 

With regard to the Church of 
England, from which we derived our 
ordinations, in so far as it maintains 
the three orders of the ministry— 
Bishops, Priests, and Deacons—we 
unhesitatingly pronounce it to be the 
Church of Christ. But as we are 
no advocates for the union of church 
and state, or the multiplication of 
offices in the Church unknown to the 
period of its institution, we beg leave 
to call the attention of the Bishop to 
the Protestant Episcopal Church of 
the United States, established and 
conducted upon the warrant of the 
unerring word of God, and agreea- 
bly to the practice of the apostolic 
age and the early history of the 
‘Church.—[ Ed. 


Charleston, S. C. June 1, 1826. 
REVEREND SIR, 


I have just now received your 
I feel oblig- 


publication for May. 
ed to you for your insertion of my 
letter from Augusta, and though I 
have not at present the leisure ne- 
cessary to reply to your remarks, it 
is possible a time may come when 
I could spare a few hours to make 


you a suitable return. You must, 
however, excuse me from pledging 
myself to what I might not have the 
opportunity of performing. 

As you are kind enough to invite 
my “joining the ranks of the truly 
primitive Protestant E. Church,” 
and I am generally anxious to know 
exactly what idea is intended to be 
conveyed by the words which I 
read, you must excuse me for trou- 
bling you to explain whether the 
“truly primitive Protestant Episco- 
pal Church” is the Church of Eng- 
land; or if not, what Church it is. 

I think it but fair to state to you 
that my own impression is, that the 
words designate the Church of Eng- 
land as by law established, and I 
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am inclined to believe you would 
not expect me to join that Church. 
Your correspondent, “A Protestant 
Episcopalian,” has addressed to me 
a great many truths, and a great 
many propositions which I am not 
inclined to believe. His knowledge 
of facts is so extensive that he too 
frequently is concise, where it would 
be well if he were more diffuse. It 
is too often a misfortune of the 
learned, that they imagine others, 
who really are ignorant, are ac- 
quainted with facts which are quite 
familiar to the erudite, and they thus 
omit to give sufficient proof; a con- 
sequence is, that for want of this 
evidence, the unlettered continue 
in their ignorance. 

I was greatly struck with the 
omission in p. 440; and I would 
take ita particular favour of your 
learned friend, if he would add to 
the stock of your readers’ informa- 
tion, by stating who were the first 
Protestant Bishops of Poland, of 
Sweeden, and of Denmark, and by 
whom they were ordained Bishops? 
who were the first Bishops of the 
Albigenses, and of the Waldenses; 
and by whom were they ordained? 
who were the six or eight Bishops 
in Ireland, consecrated by Popish 
Bishops; and who were the Popish 
consecrators? who formed the Scot- 
tish remnant of an Episcopal Pro- 
testant Church? 

Where was the necessity of the 
Presbyterian ministers being bro’t 
to London in the reign of James 
the first, to receive Episcopal ordi- 
nation, and the disquisition related 
in p. 442, between Bishop Bancroft 
and Bishop Andrews, of Ely, if the 
Church of Scotland had still Bi- 
shops who could have done their 
duty without sending to London? 

Your publication of this hasty 
note will probably induce your and 
my correspondent to shed still more 
light upon minds which love the 
radiance of truth. It may also in- 


'duce me to give him further em- 
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ployment; and at all events, will 
oblige, 

Rev. Sir, 


Your obt. humble serv’t. 
t JOHN, Bishop of Charleston. 
To the Rev. Wm. Hawter, 
— &e. &ce. &c., Washington, D- C. 


To the Editor of the Repertory. 


A Prorestant Episcopa.ian ha- 
ving been favoured with a copy of 
the above letter of Bishop England, 
begs leave to state that the Bishop 
having publicly and promptly de- 
clined the discussion to which he 
consKlered himself invited, in a pa- 
per written solely for the vindica- 
tion of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church from most undeserved a- 
buse, has deprived himself of any 
right to obtain information from the 
writer of that paper. Neither do 
the present avocations of the writer 
permit an immediate attention to 
the topics suggested. In the paper 
of a Protestant Episcopalian, they 
were of necessity merely alluded to. 
It is uncertain, even now, what ex- 
tent of evidence would be necessary 
to satisfy the Bishop. Does he be- 
lieve that Protestants are without 
the pale of the Christian Church 
and of salvation?’ I should despair 
of producing any degree of convic- 
tion. Is he merely sceptical? Still 
it would be difficult to understand 
whether the evidence to be pre- 
sented should be a plain statement 
of facts, or possess all the precision 
ofarecord. Is he of the number 
of those who “love the radiance of 
truth?” We could easily satisfy 
him. Amidst our doubts, however, 
one thing is clear. The Bishop 
would lead your readers away from 
the question at issue between us.— 
It was. not the Episcopacy of ‘Po- 
land, of Sweden,”’ or “of Denmark,” 
“of the Albigenses and Waldenses,” 
which I undertook to maintain, but 
that of England and of our own 
Church. If he will concede to us 


s 
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this point, I promise not to be tardy: 
in offering the evidence with regard 
to any other points presented in my 
former paper. Inacourt of justice 
bound to render a verdict, I think. 
I could obtain one on almost every 
particular mentioned in my letter ta 
the Rt. Rev. John England, [al 
Bishop of the Roman. Catholic 
Church, 
July 5th, 1826. 


EDUCATION SOCIETIES. 


The following answer to our cor- 
respondent “T—y S—d’’, we insert 
with great pleasure; but cannot a- 
gree with the writer in thinking the 
letter referred to, unsuitable for pub- 
lication. Objections similar to those 
stated by our correspondent, are 
every day made in private circles, 
where they are seldom weighed and 
answered. We therefore laid this 
letter before the public; and if it do 
no other good, we shall be justified 
by the two excellent answers which 
it has procured for us: the one close 
and argumentative, and the other 
discursive and sarcastic. Our own 
opinion is too well known to require 
a repetition; but we are always wil- 
ling that the cause of truth and the 
interests of religion should be fully 
and boldly discussed.—| Ed. 


For the Repertory. 


Mr. Eprror: As the perusal of 


your monthly numbers usually af- 
fords me a sumptuous repast of in- 


tellectual and religious viands, the 


banquet is anticipated with no com- 
mon degree of anxiety, and its con- 
tents devoured with a voraciousness 
proportioned to the ardency of my 
expectations, and I seldom experi- 
ence disappointment in the treat.— 
It must, however, be acknowledg- 
ed, that my patience is put a little 
to the test, (like that of a hungry 
man whose dinner is delayed) by 
the tardiness with which the luxuri- 
ous banquet is sometimes furnished, 
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and my appetite has become occa- 
sionally alarmed on perceiving the 
month’s provision rather more scan- 
ty than was anticipated, though the 
superabundance of the succeeding 
portion amply compensated the de- 
ficiency. In the vast variety with 
which you garnish our intellectual 
table, there will necessarily be a 
dish sometimes of a more question- 
able nature, and not so easy of di- 
gestion as more wholesome food; 
such, for instance, as the controver- 
sial bones which have been present- 
ed to try the strength of our teeth, 
and ascertain the extent of our pa- 
tience in discriminating those nice 
points where doctors disagree.— 
But my principal design at present 
is, with all due deference to your 
superior judgment, (aware that you 
frequently exercise it in refusing 
admission to communications not 
calculated to promote any useful 
purpose) to animadvert on an essay 
published in your last number, dis- 
playing the dangerous tendency of 
Theological Seminaries and Educa- 
tion Societies, though the objection 
does not appear to be levelled so 
much at the nature and object of 
such Institutions, as at the frequent 
demands which their advocates 
make upon the pocket of the writer. 
He commences with announcing 
the dreadful intelligence that an 
Auxiliary has been formed in his 
own neighbourhood, of which he is 
apprehensive his daughters are 
members, though he is careful to 
assure us that it is without his 
knowledge or approbation. I would 
take the liberty of asking that gentle- 
man if there are no associations in 
his county of a more questionable 
nature, and more pernicious in their 
effects, than the one to which he al- 
ludes. I should be happy to en- 
courage the hope that jockey clubs, 
gambling societies, public balls, 
card parties, horse racing, &c. were 
entirely abolished in that section of 
the Ancient Dominion, for the hon- 








our of which he professes so much 
Jealousy. Itis true, one of our most 
distinguished senators has recently 
manifested poignant grief, and ut- 
tered woful lamentations at the de- 
terioration of Virginia, in substitu- 
ting Religious and Benevolent In- 
stitutions in lieu of those noble 
sports, and dignified engagements 
so admirably calculated (as he wise- 
ly observed) to promote public hon- 
esty and private worth. Were it 
not for some traits of piety, which 
present a redeeming point in his 
letter, I should have imagined your 
correspondent at least a disciple, if 
not a coadjutor of this distinguished 
guardian of morals and virtue. I 
am sorry that our friend insinuates 
such a reflection on his own system 
of domestic government, as to re- 
present it possible, that his daugh- 
ters could so far rebel against pa- 
ternal authority, as to connect them- 
selves with the nefarious Auxiliary 
Society in a clandestine manner, 
thereby implying their acquaintance 
with papa’s conscientious scruples 
and decided opposition to it; I trust, 
however, that it is necessary for 
them to act with equal secrecy in 
their attendance at the balls and 
parties. But his principal complaint 
appears to refer to the expense 
which he incurs for these objects, 
and the frequent attacks they make 
on his pocket. I would request him 
(as a religious character) to calcu- 
late whether worldly and pleasura- 
ble engagements do not make as 
extensive demands on the funds ot 
their advocates, as religion does on 
those of her devotees. I recollect 
that Dr. Franklin silenced the popu 
lar clamour against the necessary 
taxes imposed by government, by 
remarking that people were taxed 
twice as much by indolence, three 
times as much by pride, and four 
times as much by extravagance.— 
On this principle of comparison, 
we may safely assert that the expen- 
ses of Religious Societies will dwin- 
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dle almost to a cypher, when com- 
pared with those of pleasure and dis- 
sipation; asa proot of which it may be 
Sufficient to state, that on an exact 
calculation, it has been fully ascer- 
tained that the annual receipts of the 
two principal Theatres in London 
(Drury Lane and Covent Garden) 
exceed the incomes of all the Reli- 
gious Societies in the world, both 
principal and auxiliary. Yet we 
hear no complaint of this enormous 
expense from the frequenters of 
theatres; and I have no doubt if your 
correspondent would take the trou- 





ble to ascertain the sums expended | 


by all the useless and pernicious as- 
sociations in his neighbourhood, he 
will find the amount as worthy of 


invective, as the moderate demands | 


of the excellent institution which has 
had the misfortune to come under 
the ban of his displeasure. It is an 
old saying, that when a man loses 
his temper, he quarrels with every 
one that comes in his way. Thus 
our friend proceeds from inveighing 
against Education Societies, to fall 
upon the young men who derive 
Literary and Theological advantay 
ges from them, and vents his spleen 
against them, because (when exer- 
cising the sacred office of the minis- 
try) they employ their own under- 
standing, and avail themselves of 
their literary qualifications “rightly 


to divide the word of truth.” He 


comes to regard an educated minis- 
try as a serious evil, and recom- 
mends candidates for the sacred 
office, to walk the hospitals of vice 
and depravity by visiting our peni- 
tentiaries and law courts. It is 
granted that they might thus acquire 
a knowledge of the excessive degra- 
dation of human nature; they would 
discover the inveterate disease of 
sin; but how would they obtain by 
this process the antidote necessary 
to remedy it, and an acquaintance 
with the method oftreating it. Is this 
sublime science to be acquired in- 
tnitively or even supernaturally?— 
Vol. 7......N0. 13-67 
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This was not the plan recommend- 
ed by St. Paul to Timothy, even in 
the age of miracles; on the contrary, 
he prescribed a course of reading 
and study. \Vould it not be equal- 
ly reasonable to expect that our 
young men should become expert 
lawyers or experienced physicians 
without pursuing the usual routine 
of application and study to qualify 
them for those professions. I pre- 
sume our friend would hardly trust 
an intricate law suit to a self-taught- 
pettifogger, or risk his life in the 
hands of an Empyric. If, however, 
such self-constituted priests suit bis 
taste, he very fortunately lives in an 
age, when hundreds scarcely wait for 
the inquiry, “whom shall we send, 
and who will go for us,” before they 
exclaim, “here am I, send me;” 
and unhesitatingly rush into an of- 
fice, at the awful responsibility of 
which prophets feared, and apostles 
trembled: and they are always pre- 
pared to defend their presumption 
both from scripture and precedent, 
as the poet expresses it: 

“But now the warm Enthusiast cries, 
The office to myself I take; 

Offering the Christian sacrifice, 

Myself a lawful priest I make; 

To me this honour appertains, 

No need of man when God ordains, 
Though Kings may not so far presume, 
Tis no presumption in a Clown; 

And lo! without a call from Rome, 

My flail or hammer 1 lay down; 

And if my order’s name you seek, 
Come, see a new Melchisedek!” 

But suppose the singularly novel 
plan so strongly recommended by 
your correspondent were adopted, 
still I don’t sec how he would get 
rid of the expense which so dread- 
fully alarms him, as our pulpit can- 
didates must be supported while at- 
tending those Lazar-houses of depra- 
vity and deception, so admirably 
calculated (as he thinks) to qualify 
them for the sublime duties of the 
sacred office; and his pocket would 
still be assailed by penetentiary as- 
sociations and pettifogging societies; 


A ee 8 ae Oe Heep ee 
— ed =~ 


AS. 


Sr 





one 


, — ee - ee a an tenet ieee atid > - . “ gai “ ‘ . 
= a i a ; as. ra ? : ve aa ‘ = 
’ a 2 - 9 = ne ced ., + > 
Bees hers 4 oe ae ” ="s » Se as ee ee ee ey ee 
Siew Be 2 - _ eS os : ee = 4 ; r 
- - <—- & -) se <a ae : cen eo eB. te = 5 a. Sa 
> _ - - : ie -- » ‘ «x! ce : i 
T on 7. an 5 ge rong ee —-- pas Lt ge ee os Qe F 
: eo = ™ von a =s-2 > 3 4 — 











546 CARPOCRATIAN 


but as this appears a hobby of his, 
the adoption of which would gratify 
his pride, he might not so strongly 
object to an auxiliary in his own 
neighbourhood. The suggestion 
with respect to the title of your Ma- 
gazine, having no reason assigned 
for it, except an antipathy to the 
word Theological, (which appears 
very singular ina religious charac- 
ter) is so puerile, that I regard it 











as unworthy of notice. The fact) 
is that were you to regulate your | 
work by the whimsical fancies and | 
ridiculous prejudices of every one 
who deems himself qualified to give | 
advice, you would soon be left with- 
out any title at all, like the com- 
plaisant hatter mentioned by Dr. 
Franklin. He had prepared a sign- 
board to fix over his store with 
this inscription; ‘James Thompson 
makes and sells hats for ready mo- 
ney;’ and above this, the figure of a 
hat was pourtrayed. On consulting 
his friends about his sign, one advis- 





ed him to leave out the word sed/s, | 
as it was implied by his making hats | 
that he designed to se// them; ano- 
ther recommended the erasure of) 
the words ‘for ready money,’ asa 
credit business was not known at 
that time in the town; a third ob- 
served that it was perfectly unne- 
cessary to inform the public of his 
making hats, as that fact was gene-. 
rally known, and his trade intimated 
by the figure of a hat over his name: 
so that after obsequiously making 
all the alterations suggested, his 
sign-board merely presented ‘James 
Thompson,’ with the hat over it.— 
Similar probably would be the fate 
of your Repertory, and perhaps 
worse, as you have no device to 
illustrate the nature of the work, were 
you to follow the advice of every 
friend and every foe. 

_ Having thus cursorily analyzed 
this singular production, the possi- 
ble utility of which I have in vain en- 
deavoured to divine, and the author 
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(though possessing an attachment 
to religion) has levelled the very 
same weapon against its prosperity, 
which has so frequently been used 
with too much triumph and suc- 
cess by its bitterest adversaries in 
those sarcastic insinuations abound- 
ing in Letters from the South, and 
ornamenting the public addresses 
of that distinguished individual who 
has been emphatically termed by 
European editors, the American ora- 
tor, I will venture a caution to that 
gentleman to beware lest he incur 
the censure uttered by St. John 
against Diotrephes, whose conduct 
he has in part imitated, as repre- 
sented in the 3d epistle. Religion, 
like its divine founder, is wounded 
most sensibly in the house of its 
friends. I have felt a temptation to 
advert to the celebrated Hunting- 
don’s plan of explaining names from 
the initials according to the conduct 
and character of the person using 
them, and to supply the ellipsis in 
his name by supposing it, on similar 
premises, Zimothy Spoilgood; but 
sincerely trusting that his errors are 
those of the head and not of the 
heart, I pray that the grace he hopes 
was communicated through the in- 
strumentality of the venerable and 
pious minister, whose memory he 
so fondly and deservedly cherishes, 
may be refined from that alloy with 
which it appears at present mixed— 
and may God crown with abundant 
success all Theological and Bene- 
volent Institutions and publications. 
A MemBeER 
OF THE Epucarion Society. 
Translated for the Repertory. 

“De inscriptione Phenicio—greca in 
Cyrenaica nuper reperta, ad Carpocra- 
tianorum heresin Pertinente;’? Com- 


mentatio philologico-historica, auctore 
Gesenio. Halle, 1825, 


_The learned professor of Halle 
discusses, after a copy which had 
been sent to him, the meaning and 











of which I am sorry to perceive, 


origin of a Phenician and Greek in- 
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scription found in Cyrenaica and at 
present in possession of the French 
Consul at Malta. He remarks that 
the inscriptions of the early Chris. 
tians very rarely have reference to 
points of general interest. The pre- 


sent evidently belongs to the Car- | 


pocratian sect of the Gnostics, upon 
whom M. Fuldner has lately pub- 
lished a dissertation, distinguished 
alike for depth of learning and the 
purity of its Latin style. Of all the 
Gnostic sects, who, in the second 
century, spread themselves over L- 
gypt and Syria, the Carpocratians 
were the most depraved. Notwith- 
standing the authority of the Fa- 
thers, some late writers have affirm- 
ed that it is impossible that such 
Christians could ever have existed. 
Their Jeading principle was a com- 
munity of Wives. They affirmed 
that our desires came to us from 
God, and should therefore be obey- 
ed whenever an opportunity was 
presented, without regard to time or 
place. Their lives were in confor- 
mity to their belief; and they are 
moreover accused of having taught 
that Heaven would be opened only 
to those who had abandoned them- 
selves to every species of crime and 
disorder. This charge, however, is 
not so well established. Carpocra 
tes of Alexandria and his son Epi- 
phanius were the founders of this 
sect. Epiphanius lived only seven- 
teen years, and, after his death, the 
inhabitants of Cephalonia ranked 
him among the gods, and raised al- 
tars and a temple to his honour. 
The Carpocratians extended them- 
selves far to the west, and above all, 
at Rome, where Marcellina, a wo- 
man notorious for her abandoned 
life, greatly contributed to its pro- 

ress. Zoroaster and Pythagoras 
were the chief objects of veneration 
to the Carpocratians. As to Jesus, 
they considered him simply the son 
of Joseph and Mary, according to 
the laws of nature, and united to his 
image those of Plato, Aristotle and 
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other philosophers, before which 
they burned incense. They had no 
regard for the Old Testament, and 
when they quoted the New, they in- 
terpreted it in accordance with their 
own views. In his second chapter, 
M. Gesenius explains the Greek 
part of the inscription as follows:— 
“The community of wives and of 
property is the source of Divine jus- 
tice and the felicity of the chosen, 
distinguished from the blinded mul- 
titude, and who, according to the 
will of Zoroaster and Pythagoras, 
should live in common.” These 
words are traced in the manner call- 
ed by the Greeks, Bovorpopydov, and 
bear date the 3d year of the 86th 
Olympiad. But these are the frauds 
of an impostor, desirous of making 
the world believe the inscription to 
be of very high antiquity and of an 
age contemporaneous with illustri- 
ous philosophers, to give more 
weight to the reference made to Zo- 
roaster and Pythagoras. M. Gese- 
nius remarks that at that time it was 
not customary to reckon by Olym- 
piads in writings, and that Timeus, 
in his History, is the first who has 
done so. He afterwards comments 
upon both the expressions of the in- 
scription with uncommon erudition; 
and then takes up the Phenician 
part, which is in three lines. He 
translates it in Latin, as follows:— 
‘Pax consortibus justitix, fons pa- 
cis justitia, in lege consummatur 
pax, legem in pace perfice.” A- 
bove this inscription is a chariot 
drawn by serpents and surmounted 
by torches. It resembles that of 
Ceres Thesnophora. Below the 
writing is another serpent biting its 
tail. From all these observations, 
M. Gesenius concludes that the in- 
scription is the work of a Carpocra- 
tian of the 5th or 6th century, with- 
out, however, denying that it may 
possibly be of still higher antiquity. 
P de Golberry, in Ferussac’s 
Bulletin for May 1825. | 
NosTREBOR. 
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For the Repertory. 
INCREASE OF COMMUNICANTS. 
The following will show, Mr. 
Editor, the gradual advancement 
which the cause of Religion is 
making in some of our churches. 
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The increase here stated, may be 
supposed by some not to give a fair 
view; because while many are add- 
ed, some die and others remove; but 
this will apply to all churches alike; 
and, therefore, if unfair in one case, 
is in all. A. E. 


NUMBER OF EPISCOPAL CLERG}\. 


The provisions of our Church for 
an accurate return of the names of 
the Clergy in the respective Dioceses, 
do not seem, in the present incipient 
and changeful state of our affairs, 
to secure the utmost correctness. 
The best summary however, is prob- 
ably obtained in New York, by the 
publisher of a small Episcopal Al- 
manack in that city. We have 
thought that a compressed view of 
the number of Clergy in each State, 
Diocess, and Territory, might be 
gratifying to those of our readers 
who have no means of consulting 
more satisfactory documents. 

In an imperfect list of the Clergy, 
given at the end of the Journals of the 
General Convention for 1789, the 
names of only six Bishops, and 167 
Clergy are given. Ofthese, 24 were 
in New England, 23 in New York, 
18 in Pennsylvania, 18 in Maryland, 
62 in Virginia, and 11 in South 
Carolina. By a similar list for 1814, 
it does not appear that the num- 
ber of Bishops or Clergy had varied 
much, except by the amount of what- 
ever number may then have resided 
in Virginia, from whence there were 
no returns,—Bishops still 6, and 
Clergy, without including Virginia, 
179.—Of these 19 were of the East- 
ern Diocess, 34 of Connecticut, 55 
of New York, 21 of Pennsylvania, 24 
of Maryland, and 13 of South Caro- 
lina. 

By Swords’ Almanack for 1826, 
it appears that the whole number 
now belonging to the house of 
Bishops is 10, and the whole number 
of Clergy 420.—Of these the East- 
ern Diocess numbers 48, Connecti- 
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cut 49—making 95 for the whole of | 
New England. In New York there 
are 107, in Pennsylvania 44, in Mary- 
land 54, in Virginia 37, and in South 
Carolina 37. Ofthe smaller Dio- 
ceses, New Jersey has 18, North 
Carolina 10, and Ohio 7. 

The principal fluctuations, and 
the most striking instances of rapid 
growth may be discovered by the 
following table: 

1789. 1814. 1826. 
New-England, - 24 53 95 


New-York, - - 23 53 107 
Pennsylvania, - 18 21 44 
Maryland, - - 18 24 54 
Virginia, - - - 62 — 37 


South Carolina, li 3 «6ST 

Making allowances for the imper- 
fect returns, in the earlier periods of 
our ecclesiastical organization, it may 
not be far from the truth to estimate 
the number of Clergy in 1790, at 
about 200. And upon the whole it 
was scarcely upon the increase in 
1814; although some States were 
then just commencing their career 
of exertion and prosperity. In little 
more than 12 years the number of 
Bishops has nearly, and of Clergy, 
perhaps quite doubled. 

If such has been the blessing of 
Providence upon our imperfect 
means, whilst yet we were nearly 
destitute of the important aid of the 
press—of theological schools, and of 
supernumerary Clergy and Mission- 
aries, what may we not hope for the 
future, since God has put it into the 
hearts of the friends of our Church 
to exert themselves in its behalf? 
What might not be our prosperity 
and extent, if we were more united 
in zealous endeavours to preach the 
great doctrines of the Reformation, 
and to promote the salvation of souls, 
and the enlargement of the Redeem- 
er’s kingdom, by bringing into sub- 
jection to his spiritual sceptre, the 
unruly wills and affections of sinful 
men! 


(Episcopal Register. 


WHO BY SEARCHING CAN FIND OUT GOD: 
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“WHO BY SEARCHING CAN FIND 
OUT GOD?” 

Thou great mysterious Being—whose 
vast height 

Can ne’er be reach’d by any mortal’s 
sight; 

And whose vast depth, and vast circum- 
ference, 

Baffle our fancy, and confound our sense, 

Yet art thou present every where, and 
none, 

However lonesome, e’er was yet alone: 

For Heaven, and Hell, and Earth, and all 
the Sea, 

Thou great mysterious God, are full of 
thee! 

Where shall frail man the mighty 

search begin, 

To “find out God’’?—whose presence, 
tho’ within 

And all around him, yet eludes his skill 

To gather from it his great Sov’reign’s 
will. 

What tho’ he speed his penetrating eye 

O’er earth and sea, and glance it round 
the sky, 

And bid it search ’midst all the spangled 
show 

Of suns and systems, and the depths be- 
low.— 

Yet was there even from those regions 
brought 


A light to scatter darkness from his’ 


thought, 

Would not the survey only serve to show 

That ’tis not thus man can his Maker 
know? 

Such searching never can disclose the 
God, 

Wrapt in the myst’ries of his high abode, 

Whence stars, and suns, and worlds have 
sped their way, 

Like morning tinges from the orb of day 

Nature must fail, with all her matchless 
plan, 

To unveil eternity to feeble man. 

But, oh! the night that settled on man’s 

tomb, 

And hid his prospects of the world to 
come! 

How dark its drapery, and how dismal 
too— 

With not one ray to guide his spirit 
through ! 

Thus left, annihilation’s horrid hope — 

Preyed on his mind and drank his spirits 
up! 

God knew the cause—and having known 
it, said {shed; 

Let light from Heaven its holier rad’ance 
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My wand’ring sheep returning to their 
fold;— 

Enough to light the pilgrims on their 
way, 

To the rich glories of a heavenly day. 


And thus dispel the gloom of Nature’s 
night. ; 

But of my councils—my eternity— 2 

These shall remain forever hid with me; 

Man must his faith employ in mystery. § 

How could the trial of his faith be shown 

if all my councils were to him made 
known? 

*Twould then be knowledge, all;—or 
how could man 

Take in the wonders of my wondrous 
plan? 

I, who am God—and from eternity. 

Can a frail organ, made but yesterday, 

And who to-morrow will be mouldcred 





O, thou Almighty Father,—we adore 
Thy matchless mercy and thy matchless 


power! 

Help us to see how little we can know— 

How vain to think that all the mighty 
show 

Of thy high councils, were they e’en 
inade Known, 

We could receive, or claim them for our 
own. 
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Let night no longer settle on man’s tomb, || Reach up from earth, and take, and wear 
And veil his prospects of the world to my crown? 
| come. Or will that organ ever dare to spread © 
I WILL REVEAL—and on these prospects }| His cobweb doubts ’round any thing I’ve : 
cast said ? 
Enough of light to animate the waste: || So did not Abraham, when I asked the 
j But round my throne and round my life 
councils still, Of his loved Isaac: quick he drew the 
In Godlike mystery I'll keep the veil. knife— 
: Enough Ill show to prove man’s origin; || Not doubting—though my promise was 
! Enough to show the curse entailed on exprest, 
i sin; That in this Isaac should his seed be 
if blest. 
é 


Vain—worse than vain—offensive to thy 
sight, 

Must mortals be, when they attempt the 
height 

Which angels occupy—much more to 
dare 


Thy own eternity; or hope, e’en there, 

To feel their powers sufficient to em- 
brace 

Thy awful form--or thy great image 


trace. 
PHILANDER. 





down, 








Bitevary aid Philosophical Lntelligeuce. 


Matthias, the celebrated author of 
‘Pursuits of Literature,’’ has translated 
into Italian verse, and published at Na: 
ples, Beattie’s Minstrel, the Coractacus 
of Mason, the Naiads of Akenside, Mil- 
ton’s Lycidas, & Spenser’s Fairy Queen. 
His translations are much esteemed in 
Italy. 

A Memoir of the life of the late Tho- 
mas Jefferson, written by himself, is a- 
bout to be published. 

Mr. Wm. B. Tappan has issued propo- 
sals for a volume of Lyric Poems, to be 
published in September next. Mr. Tap- 
pan has already furnished such speci- 
mens of his talent in verse, that we may 
feel confident as to the general merit of 


his volume. 


Hebrew Literature—We have just 


Prayer Book of the Israclites, executed 
in the Hebrew language on one page, 
and opposite the literal translations on 
the other, in English. It is in large 
octavo on beautiful paper, from the press 
of S. H. Jackson, and printed with He- 
brew types cast jn the founderies of this 
country, which surpass in beauty the 
character of that used inthe Amsterdam, 





edition of Vanderhooght’s Bible. 

It is quite remarkable that this book 
of the liturgy of those people is known 
from tradition to have been composed by 
the wise men of the nation in Babylon, 
who were called the men of the great 
Synagogue, more than twenty centuries 
ago, before the second temple was de- 
stroyed, among whom were several of 
the latter prophets; so that there is a 
sacred character attached to the volume, 





seen a most splendid edition of the 





which is not connected with any other 
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work extant except the Holy Bible; and 
it is understood from the profound criti- 
cism of the learned Basnage, that the 
part of the book called Yotsere Ore, has 
mysteries contained in it which are veil- 
ed from the common reader, owing to the 
cabalistical numbers of the words and 
the difficult nature of the points and 
marks—that its deep sublimity can only 
be comprehended by those who may 
have devoted many years to the study of 
the holy language. 

Much credit is due to Messrs. Bliss and 
White for having produced the first 
edition of this work in an American dress, 
and also to Mr. E. s. Lazarus, for the 
critical sagacity of affixing correctly the 
points, [ Mational Advocate. 


VOLCANIC APPEARANCE IN THE 
MOON. 
( By Captain Henry Kater, F. R. S.) 

On Sunday evening, the 4th of Febru- 
ary, | observed a luminous spot in the 
dark part of the moon, which I was inclin- 
ed to ascribe to the eruption of a volcano, 

The telescope used was an excellent 
Newtonian, of 6} inches aperture, with a 
power of 74—The moon was exactly two 
days old, and the evening so clear that I 
was able to discern the general outlines 
in the dark part of her disc. Her west- 
ern azimuth was about 70 degrees, and 
her altitude about 10 degrees. In this 
position, at 6 hours and 30 minutes, the 
volcano (estimating by the eye) appear- 
ed distant from the northern limb of the 
moon about 1-10th of her diameter. Its 
appearance was that of a small nedula, 
subtending an angle of about three or 
four seconds. Its brightness very vari- 
able; a luminous point like a small star 
of the sixth or seventh magnitude, would 
suddenly appear in its centre, and as 
suddenly disappear, and these changes 
would sometimes take place in the course 
of afew seconds. On the evening of the 
5th, having an engagement which pre- 
vented me from observing it myself, I 
arranged the telescope for two friends, 
who remarked the same phenomena as 
the night before, but in an inferior de- 
gree, partly, perhaps, in consequence of 
the evening not being so favourable. 
On the 6th Lagain observed it: it had 
certainly become more feint, and the 
star-like appearance less frequent. I 
could see it very distinctly with a power 
of 40: as the moon approached the hori- 
zon, it was visible only at intervals, when 
the star-like appearance took place, 
On the same evening I had the plea- 
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sure of showing it to Mr. Henry Browne, 
F. R. S. Ll regret that I had no microme- 
ter adapted to my telescope, but I have 
reason to belicve the distance of the vol- 
cano from the edge of the moon was 
about one-tenth of her diameter; and the 
angle it formed this evening with the 
line joining the cusps, was about 50 de- 
grees. I remarked near the edge of the 
moon, a well-known dark spot, from 
which the volcano was distant, as near- 
ly as I could estimate, three times its dis- 
tance from the edge of the moon. Ina 
map of the moon, published by Dr. 
Kitchener, (which is the best small map 
with which I am acquainted,) there is 2 
mountain sufficiently near the situation 
of the volcano, to authorise the supposi- 
tion that they may be identical. Onthe 
7th, 1 could still see the volcano, and the 
| occasional star-like appearance, but I do 
| not think it was sufficiently perceptible 
| to have been discovered by a person ig- 
_Norant of its precise situation. Iam in- 
| clined. however, to think, that the diffi- 
| culty of seeing it is rather to be attributed 
_to the increased light of the moon, than to 
the diminished action of the volcano.— 
| The spot in which I observed the vol- 
canic appearance is that named -Aristar- 
| chus- This spot was particularly exam- 
ined by Hevelius, who calls it Mons Por- 
| phirites, and who considers it to be vol- 
canic If his drawings are to be relied 
upon, it has undergone a considerable 
change in its appearance since his time. 
Sir William Herschell has recorded in his 
| Philosophical Transactions, an observa- 
tion of three volcanoes which he per- 
ceived in the moon, April 19th, 1787, at 
10h. 36m. sidereal time. One of these 
|which he said showed ‘an actual erup- 
tion of fire or luminous matter,’ was dis- 
tant from the northern limd of the moon 
Sh. 57m. 3s. the diameter of the burning 
part being not lessthanSm. I find that 
this observation was made about nine 
o’clock in the evening, when the moon 
was not quite two days old; and from the 
situation of the spot described by Sir. 
Wm. Herschell, I have no doubt of its be- 
ing the same that I have noticed.” 





Prison Discipline Society.—The object 
of this society which was formed in Bos- 
ton a year since, is the improvement of 
public prisons in the United States. The 
first annual report, just published, is a 
most important document, and furnishes 
abundant proof that the labours of such 
an institution were not unneeded It dis- 
clases a mass of facts respecting the 
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structure, management, and domestic 
character of our prisons generally (there 
are a few exceptions,) which show that 
these establishments are calculated to 
effect any thing rather than the objects 
for which they were erected—the pre- 
vention of crime and the reformation of 
offenders. 

The greatest source of evil noticed in 
the report is the promiscuous crowding 
together of prisoners of every age, and 
grade in guilt, in the nightfrooms, which 
thus become the nurseries of future 
crime,—schools of mutual instruction 
in villany; indeed the progress of crime 
abroad in no small degree is distinctly 
traced to these abodes of every vile and 
heart-hardening abomination. Another 
principal cause mentioned, of the fre- 
quency and increase of crime, is the de- 
graded character of our coloured popula- 
tion. By a comparison of the white and 
coloured inmates of our penitentiaries, 
considered in respect to the total of the 
two kinds of population to which they 
belong, it is shown that the proportion 
of coloured convicts is about tenfold 
greater than that of the whites. “The 
whole coloured population of the three 





States above mentioned, (says the Re- 
port,) viz. Massachusetts, Connecticut, 


and New-York, has been less than 54,000, | 


and for the support of the convicts from 
this small population, in the time specifi- 
ed above, [an average of about 17 years] 
the three states have expended $164,- 
066. 

“Could these states have anticipated 
these surprising results, and appropriated 
the money to raise the character of the 
coloured population, how much better 
would have been their prospects, and 
how much less the expense of the states 
through which they are dispersed, for the 
support of their coloured convicts.” 
This view of the subject furnishes a 
powerful argument surely, for the edu- 
cation and moral improvement by legis- 
lative provision, of this unhappy people, 
and if the elevation of their character by 
these means is impracticable, situated 
where they now are, then the facts here 
disclosed furnish an argument equally 
powerful in favour of their removal to 
their own land. Let us diminish the 
number of our convicts by aiding the 
Colonization Society. 

We hope this Report will reach every 
magistrate, and every man of influence 
in the nation. The Prison Discipline 

Society deserves support, and let the 


facts which, with a benevolent industry | 
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and zeal, they have brought to light, be 
as extensively known as they should be, 
and they will receive support. 
Christian Spectator. 

England,— According to the calendars 
of the universities of Cambridge and Ox- 
ford, for 1826, the members of the former 
amount to 4866, and the members of the 
latter to 4792. 


Spain.—An English paper contains 
the following statement respecting the 
wealth of the church of Spain. The 
Pope having granted to the King the 
liberty of conferring pensions amounting 
to a third part of the Bishop’s revenues 
for one year, the Spanish Government 
demanded of them, (long before the 
revolution, ) an estimate of their amount. 
It may easily be supposed they would 
not rate them very high, and it is thought, 
that with the exception of the Archbishop 
of Toledo, they only valued them at half, 
or the third part of their real value. The 
following were the returns received and 
on file. 


Archbishop of Archbishop of 


Toledo /110,000 | Fortosa 6000 
Zaragoza 13,000 | Coria, 5000 
Santiago 32,900 | Astorga 4000 
Seville, 40,000 | Almeria 3100 
Granada] 11,500 | Santander 3450 
Valencia 26,000 | Palencia 4300 
Osma 11,500 | Gerona 2500 
Placencia 8,000 | Feruil $000 





The total revenue of the Spanish Arch- 
bishops, and Bishops, according to their 
own estimates, amounted to /520,000 
sterling, the revenues of the Canons of 
the first and second class amounted to 
469,845. Some of the canons whose in- 
comes do not exceed /300 are enabled to 
keep coaches. Many of the Bishops live 
in a style of magnificence surpassing even 
that of the grandees 

Income of the Spanish Clergy. 


Tithes - : 110,900,000 
Fees, - - - - 110,000 
Alms - - - 1,950,000 
Living : - - 1,000,000 
Produce of church yards 600,000 

113,660,000 


At first sight it will appear incredible 
that a nation whose annual expenditure 
does not amount to /7,000,000, should 
ever have allowed the clergy to raise 2 
revenue double that of the Kingdom. 
But this phenomenon has been a conse. 
quence of their enormous power. Yet 
in spite of the inquisition, all the men 0% 








talent who have governed Spain, hays 
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endeavoured to make the clergy contri- A Sermon, preached before the Bible 
bute a portion of their immense wealth | Society of Virginia, at their annual meet- 
to the support of government. Long be- || ing, April 4, 1826. By William J. Arm- 
fore the revolution they had more than|| strong. Richmond. 

once applied the Ecclesiastical revenues || A Sermon, preached at the opening of 
to the public service, and when the |! the General Assembly of the Presbyte- 
Cortes did the same, they only followed || rian Church, in the United States, on 
the example given to them by many || Thursday, May 18, 1826. By Stephen. 


ministers of absolute kings, who reigned 
prior to Ferdinand. 


NEW PUBLICATIONS. 
RELIGIOUS. 
The Death of Christ: being the sub- 
stance of several Sermons, delivered in 


Park Street Church, Boston, in the’ 


month of January, 1826. By S. Edwards 
Dwight. Boston: Crocker and Brewster. 
pp. 128. 


A Discourse, delivered Oct. 13, 1813, | 


before the Mendon Association. By 


Nathaniel Emmons, D. D. Franklin. | 


Second edition, by request. New-York: 
Davis. 


The Resurrection of Jesus Christ; a | 


Sacred Drama. Translated from the 
German. Boston: 18mo. 
The substance of a Sermon, preached 


| N. Rowan, D. D. 
| The Scripture Doctrine concerning 
i, the Messiah. By an aged Layman.— 
| Boston. S8vo. pp. 15. 
|| Little Sermons on Great Subjects. By 
'' Thomas Williams, Paster of a church in 
Attleborough. Providence. 18mo. pp. 
“ 
ia. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Address, delivered before the Alumni 
of Columbia College, on the 3d day of 
May, 1826, in the Hall of the College. 
By William Bard, A. B. New-York: G. 
& O. Carvill. 

Six months in the West Indies, in 1825. 
| New York. 

The Deformed Boy. By the author of 
“Redwood, &c,”? Boston 18mo. pp. 40. 

The Lay of Gratitude; consisting of 
Poems, occasioned by the recent visit of 


at the Methodist Chapel, Dover, N. H.,|, La Fayette to the U. States. By Daniel 
on Thursday, April 13, 1826, the day of; Bryan. Philadelphia. 8vo. pp. 104. 


public fast. By John Newland Maffit. | 
Concord, H. H. | 

A Sermon by the venerated President | 
Edwards, re-written, so as to retain his | 
thoughts in a modern style. —By Daniel | 
4, Clark, Amherst. 8vo. pp. 20. | 

A Discourse, delivered at New-Hamp- | 
ton, N. H., Feb. 1, 1826, entitled, ‘“The | 
Influence of Christianity upon man as an | 
intellectual Being.’—By Benjamin F. | 
Farnsworth, Principal and Professor of | 
Fheology in the New-Hampton Literary 
and Theological Institution. 

Sermons on various subjects of Chris- 
tian Doctrine and Duty. By Nathaniel 
Emmons, PD). 1D. Providence: 8vo. pp. 
492. 





Speech of Mr. Webster, of Massachu- 
setts, in the House of Representatives, on 
the Panama mission, delivered on the 
14th of April, 1826. Washington. 8vo. 
pp. 61. 

History of England, from the first in- 
vasion by Julius Cesar to the accession 
of George 1V. For the use of schools, 
By Wm. Grimshaw. Philadelphia. 
12mo. pp. 292. 

First Annual Report of the Board of 
Managers of the Prison Discipline Socie- 
ty, Boston, June 2, 1826. pp. 88. 

Discourses on cold and warm Bathing; 
with remarks on the effects of drinking 
cold water in warm weather; by John G. 
Coffin, M.D. 2d edition, Boston, 





Neligious Xutelligence. 


BRITISH AND FOREIGN BIBLE SO- 
CIETY. 

The 22d Anniversary of this So- 
ciety was held in London on the 3d 
of May. The receipts for the past 
year are less than those of the pre- 
ceding year, by about £10,000.— 


Chis falling off is attributable in part 
Var 7. ...No. 12,.——70 





to the pecuniary embarrassments of 
the country, but more particularly, 
to the difference of opinion among 
its friends, relative to publishing and 
circulating Bibles that contain the 
Apocryphal books. The controver- 
'3y has been carried on principally 
| between the Parent Institution, and 
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the Edinburgh Bible Society. For 
some time past, a disagreement in 
opinion has existed between these 
two Societies respecting the appro- 
priation of the funds of the former. 
The British and Foreign Bible So- 
ciety, when it first commenced its 
existence in 1804, came forward un- 
equivocally, with this simple but 
grand declaration —"The sole ob- 
ject of this Society shall be, to en- 
courage a wider circulation of the 
Scriptures without note or com- 
ment.” Never was there a decla- 
ration more explicitly Protestant 
than this, except that of the Refor- 
mers, that “the Scriptures are the 


only infallible and sufficient rule of 


faith and practice.” In conformity 
to the spirit of this declaration, the 
Apocrypha and Notes have never 
been circulated in the English lan- 
guage; but in reference to Spain, 
Germany, France, Italy, and Rus- 
sia, the Apocryphal books have been 
frequently bound up with those 
which are Canonical. And as the 
received versions uf Protestant chur- 
ches in these respective kingdoms, 
contained the Apocrypha, the Soci- 
ety considered it not improper to 
assist these, this circumstance not- 
withstanding. But when we consi- 
der the fact, not generally known 
but amongst the learned, that in Po- 
pish editions of the Bible, the Apo- 
cryphal books are interspersed with 
the Canonical, and without any mark 
by which they can be distinguished 
from them, there arises a very strong 
objection to the circulation of these 
impressions. 

“Since the Council of Trent, the 
arrangement of the Popish editions 
is as follows:—After the inspired 
book of Nehemiah, come the Apo- 
cryphal books of Tobit and Judith; 
after the inspired book of Esther, the 
Apocryphal book of Zhe Rest of 
Esther; after the inspired book of 
The Song of Solomon, the Apocry- 
nhal books of Wiedom and Ecclesi- 
asticus; after the inspired book of 








Jeremiah, the Apocryphal books of 
Baruch, with the Epistle of Jeremi- 
ah; after the 24th verse of the 3d 
chapter of the inspired book of Da- 
niel, is the Apocryphal book of The 
Song of the Three Children; and at 
the close of the book of Daniel, are 
the Apocryphal books of The Story 
of Susanna, andof The Idol Bel 
and the Dragon; and after the in- 
spired book of Malachi, the two A- 
pocryphal books of the Maccaédees. 

“The Vulgate, as translated by 
Jerome at the end of the fourth cen- 
tury, and from which the Polish ver- 
sions are made, contained the inspi- 
red and Apocryphal books in this 
intermingled manner; but the latter 
were distinguished from the former 
by a short notice prefixed by Je- 
rome, informing the reader that the 
book did not belong to the Canon of 
Scripture. In addition to these, he 
wrote what has been called his **Hel- 
meted Preface,” excluding the A- 
pocrypha from the Canon. About 
the ninth century, another precau- 
tion was adopted, by placing a note 
after each of Jerome’s eleven prefa- 
ces, ** 7his is not in the Canon.” Bi- 
shop Cosin calls this ‘a distinction 
written with a pen of iron, that it 
may never be forgotten.” When 
the Reformation commenced in Ger- 
many, Luther and his colleagues 
found it necessary, in their controver- 
sies with the Papists, (who appealed 
to the Apocrypha with as much con- 
fidence as if they were inspired 
writings,) to take their stand upon 
the inspired scriptures alone: and in 
Luther’s translation of the Bible, he 
carefully sefarated these books from 
those of the Canon. John Wickliff, 
long before this, had madea greater 
distinction between those books than 
even Jerome had done; by writing 
under each, **This be no boke of be- 
lief;”” but it was John Rodgers the 
martyr, who translated the Apocry- 
pha, and added it to Coverdale’s 
Bible, in 1535. In this Bible, the 
book of Baruch comes after the 
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Prophecy of Jeremiah. In the Bible 
called Matthew’s, a second edition 
of William Tyndal’s, which had 
been printed three years before at 
Antwerp, without the Apocrypha. 
In this new edition, all the fourteen 
books of Apocrypha were append. 
ed to the Old Testament. These 
were called, “The volume of the 
Bokes called Hagiographa,’’ or 
“holy writings;”’ but in Cranmer’s 
Bible, printed 1539, they were called 
Apocrypha, or hidden writings. 
“The church of Rome became 
justly alarmed, (their craft was in 
canger,) when Luther denied both 


the authority of tradition, and of 


all merely ecclesiastical writings; 
and therefore, at the famous Coun- 
cil of Trent, 1546, they passed the 
infamous decree, that the writings 
which had been formerly esteemed 
by the Romish doctors themselves, 
uninspired, were “sacred and can- 
onical,’ and to be received “with 
the same piety and reverence as the 
other Scriptures.’ 

From these facts, our readers may 
see the perverted circumstances of 
the inspired volume as received in 
Popish countries. This state of 
things led to the disagreement above 
referred to, as will be seen from what 
follows:—- 

“In the month of August, 1824, 

-the Rev. Leander Van Ess, a foreign 
Roman Catholic, applied to the Par- 
ent Society for authority to print, at 
their expense, his translation of Old 
Testament Scriptures, “with per- 
mission from them to intersperse 
and mix uf with them, according to 
the order adopted by the Romish 
Church, the Afocryphal books; the 
additional expense thus incurred, 
being defrayed by him and _ his 
friends.’”” The Parent Society ac- 
cordingly voted a grant of money for 
that purpose, and in so doing they 
seemed to have had no conscious- 
ness of having violated their original 
rule, or “sole object,” of providing 
for “the circulation of the Holy 
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Scriptures alone, without note or 
comment.” Indeed it appears, that 
up to the year 1822, it had been 
their practice to vote grants of money 
to Protestant Bible Societies, in or- 
der to pay for the printing of copies 
of the Holy Scriptures, to which 
afifended the Apocryphal 
books; and in other instances they 
had encouraged the Popish editions 
in which they were intermingled.” 

In the year 1822, an objection was 


| made to this latter practice by some 


members of the Parent Society, 
which led the Commitiee, onthe 19th 
of August, to pass « vote disapprov- 
ing the intermixture of the Apocry- 
phal books; but by the grant to Dr. 
L. Van Ess, they seem to have con- 
tradicted this vote. This grant gave 
much dissatisfaction to the Edin- 
burgh Bible Society, and on the 17th 
January, 1825, the latter passed re- 
solutions, in which they say, ‘that an 
adhherence, strict, avowed, and un- 
equivocal, to the essential principle 
of the Society, the circulation of the 
Bible without note or comment, is 
necessary to its existence; and that 
in so far as its funds have encouraged 
the circulation of Apocryphal wri- 
tings, it has turned aside from its 
legitimate course.” 

The correspondence between the 
two Societies has been continued 
from time totime. In all this inter- 
course, the Edinburgh Bible Society 
solemnly press the question, 
‘‘Whether the Parent Society con- 
sider themselves warranted, by the 
original and fundamental rule. to aid 
in any way whatever, the circulation 
of the Apocrypha?” explicitly de- 
claring, that till a satisfactory answer 
is received, they shall withhold remit- 
tances to the Parent Society. 

The Christian world is under spe- 
cial obligations to the Society in 
Scotland, for the firmness and de- 
cision with which they have perse~ 
vered in this matter; and we are hap- 
py in believing that it is now brought 
to a successful termination. By the 
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latest London Missionary Register, 
published on the last of April, 1826, 
we learn, that at a special meeting 
of the British and Foreign Bible So- 
ciety on the 21st of the same munth, 
it was resolved, “That no pecuniary 
aid can be granted, to any Society 
circulating the Apocrypha.’ On 
the 25th of April, four days after, at 
another spccial meeting, this resolu- 
tion was confirmed. And we trust 
it will have the salutary tendency of 
restoring Christian harmony and 
strength, in spreading abroad the 
unadulterated word of inspiration. 
Itis delightful to trace the wonder: 
working power ofrcligious principle. 
It will attack the proudest preten- 
sions, and foil the most potent op- 
position. ‘The consciousness of rec- 
titude in a good cause, and a firm re- 
hance on God, are indescribable en- 
couragements to the most arduous 
labours. ‘These were the supports 
of Luther, and his invincible associ- 
ates in the Reformation. Sustained 
by these, they feared neither pope 
nor prelate, nor bishop nor priest. 
Death in its most appalling aspects, 
was disarmed of terror. They were 
not to be intimidated by the face of 
clay. They only feared Him who 
is able to destroy both sou! and body 
in hell. They did net look for their 
reward on earth; aud they knew, if 
death were the penalty of their alle- 
giance to Jesus, the crown of Mar- 
tyrdom would be theirs. O how 
sublime is that faith, which “sees the 
things that are invisible,” and relies 


on the promise and the faithfulness | 


of God. It is truly “the substance 
of things hoped for, and the evidence 
of things not seen.” 

These simple truths, that the Bible 
is a sufficient rule of faith and prac- 
tice, and that it is to be universally 
circulated without note or comment, 
are adequate under the influence of 
the Spirit of God, to the regeneration 
of the world. Unspeakably happy 
will then be the state of man, when 
the Scriptures shall be his only and 
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final appeal in the decision of al! 
questions of duty, of conscience, and 
of doctrine. The opinions of the 
wise and good may continue to be 
respected and candidly examined, 
but they will be tested by this rule, 
‘to the law and to the testimony;”’ 
and if they speak not according to 
this, however in other respects they 
may be honoured, this will be the 
judgment pronounced on their er- 
rors, “there is no light in them.” 
How worthless will then appear all 
the empty parade of will-worship: 
W bat confusion of tongues amongst 
the Babel builders of false religions! 
How will things now highly esteem- 
ed, be despised! The “inventions 
of men’? about religion will be no 
longer worshipped; they shall be as 
“the chaff of the summer threshing 
floor; the wind shall carry them 
away, and no place shall be found 
for them. 

| Christian Watchman. 





CONVERSIONS IN INDIA. 

The London Evangelical Maga 
zine, contains a letter from the Mis- 
sionaries at Bangalore, to the Secre- 
tary of the Missionary Society, da- 
ted July 23d, 1825. 

This letter states, that a young 
man, a native catechist in the Ro- 
man Catholic Church, at Mysore, 
in consequence of some conversa- 
tion with one of the native members 
of the missionary family, had be- 
come seriously convinced of the 
sins and absurdities of the Church 
of Rome. He was so discontented 
with his situation, that the rumours 
of his heretical scruples soon reach- 
ed the ears of the priest, by whom 
he was interrogated and despitefully 
used, and even flogged to bring 
him te a sense ofhis duty! but all to 
no purpose. The affection he bore 
to his friends, and their earnest so- 
licitations for him to remain among 
them, induced him to do so fora 
time, but he soon fell into the socie- 
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ty of another convert from Banga- 
lore, whose conversation induced 
him to write for Samuel Flavel, one 
of the missionaries, and request an 
interview. 
several letters, Mr. IF. went to My- 
sore. On hearing this, the priest 
commanded his people not to speak 
to him, saying that he was the greatest 
devil he had ever seen among the 
Protestants. ‘The people then ear- 
nestly entreated the catechist (and his 
brother, who had also imbibed his 
opinions,) to remain among them, 
offering him increase of reward, per- 


quisities, &c. but without effect; and | 


the threats, and abuses which fol- 
lowed were quietly borne. 

He assured them that he did not 
leave them because he was dissatis- 
fied with his pay, but because he 
sought the salvation of his soul, 
which he could not obtain in the 
Church of Rome. After this he 
seriously conversed with the people 
who surrounded him, on the impor- 
tant concerns of their eternal inter- 
ests; they listened to him with much 
attention. This greatly incensed 
his bitterest enemies, who coming 
to him that same evening, treated 
him with great contempt and abuse, 
kicking, and otherwise cruelly using 
him. This treatment, of which both 
the brothers partook, was received 
by them as became the disciples of 
the meek and lowly Jesus; in the 
midst of it, like their divine Master, 
they prayed for their persecutors.— 
The enraged people then took them 
again to the Catholic priest, who 
asxed them why they wished to 
leave the Church of Rome: they 
told him the Church of Rome pre- 
sented a broad way to destruction; 
that they were seeking the narrow 
way to eternal life, and therefore 
were obliged to separate themselves 
from it. The priest then command- 
ed them that stoed near them to 
smite them on the face; this com- 
mand was instantly obeyed. They 
then accused the younger brother 


After the exchange of 
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with having said that they were 
“Antichrist.” To this accusation 
he answered, that the ill-treatment 
they had shown them, in beatin 

and flogging them, fully proved 
that they deserved that name.  Af.- 
ter leaving the priest, the two cate- 
chists repaired to the Roman Catho- 
lic Curch, with a view of removing 
some images which were their pri- 
vate property, and which had for- 
merly belonged to their father, and 
had been in their family upwards of 
thirty years. These various ima- 
ges they destroyed, except one de- 
signed to represent the Virgin Ma- 
ry. This was decorated with valua- 
ble jewels, which had been put up- 
on it by some of the infatuated de- 
votees; especially by one woman, 
who having had her wishes realized, 
believed that the Virgin had, 4n an- 
swer to her requests, been propi- 
tious to her. The peopie perceiv- 
ing his intention to remove this 
image, immediately claimed the 
jewels, as the property of the 
Church, persuading the female allu- 
ded. to, to coincide in this represen- 
tation. ‘The people were in great 
consternation at the removal of the 
image. They came round him en- 
treating him and weeping, offering 
him large sums of money for it, 
saying that if it were taken away, 
some curse would descend upon 
the congregation. They begged 
him to make his charge for it, say- 
ing they ‘would give any sum for it. 
One man offered twenty pagados for 
it. Another man offered his own 
daughter for it. Another declared 
he would seli his own child to frro- 
cure money enough to fhurchase it, 
if it might be retained. To these 
offers the young men turned a deaf 
ear, and endeavoured to remonstrate 
with the poor infatuated people, 
showing the folly and sin of these 
offers, assuring them that they did 
not refuse their offers because they 
expected more money for it; but be- 
ing aware of the danger of making 
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it an object of worship, they felt, as 
the disciples of Christ, constrained 
{otake itaway. They therefore re- 
moved it. After this, several of 
them suborned false witnesses, 
charging them with debts which 
they did notowe. ‘This was done 
in order to procure the image again; 
but these were confuted before 
the magistrate, and the charges 
proved to be false. The people 
continued to evince great enmity to- 
wards them, but were restrained 
from doing further hurt; their char- 
acters, contrary to the wishes of 
their enemies, were fully cleared.— 
They received the ordinance of bap- 
tism from the hands of Samuel Fla- 
vel, the elder receiving the name of 
Nathaniel, the younger the name of 
Jonas, and accompanied him a few 
days afterwards to Bangalore. 


BAPTISM OF HINDOO CONVERTS. 


Letter of the Rev. Samuel Trawin, 
Missionary at Calcutta, dated 
Kidderpore, 24th October, 1825. 


Hon’p. FATHERS AND BRETHREN, 


Last Tuesday evening, I had the 
unspeakable pleasure of baptizing 
nine Hindoos, five adults, and four 
children. Our chapel was filled on 
the occasion, and the spectators 
seemed highly interested by the 
scene. Several very respectable in- 
dividuals of the civil and military de- 
partments were present; the services 
of the evening were commenced by 
singing that beautiful hymn of Dr. 
Watts’ book i. hymn 39. 

“God on his thirsty Zion hill, 

Some mercy-drops has thrown,’’kc. 

After singing, brother J. Hill read 
a chapter, and engaged in prayer. 
Brother Warden then gave us an 
excellent address from Matt. xiii. 16, 
17. We then sung a Bengalee 
Hymn; and I proposed the following 
questions to the candidates, who 
stood up to answer them in the 
midst of the congregation.— 








Question 1. Why do you wish 
to renounce the Hindoo religion? 

Answer. ‘The Hindoo retigion 
enjoins the worship of many gods, 
and proposes various modes ot ob- 
taining salvation: those gods I have 
worshipped, their modes of purifica- 
tion I have observed; but all in vain, 
therefore I wish to renounce it. 

Q. 2. Why do you desire to em- 
brace the religion of Jesus Christ? 

A. Because by embracing it I 
shall obtain the salvation of my soul. 

Q. 5. Do you know that you are 
a sinner? 

A. Yes, I know that I am a sin- 
ner; I am a great sinner, I have many 
times broken God’s laws. 

Q. 4. Without the pardon or re- 
moval of sin, can you gain adniit- 
tance into heaven? 

A. No, I cannot; for heaven isa 
holy place, and unless I am purified, 
I cannot enter therein. 

Q. 5. Has God provided any re- 
medy to take away our sin? 

A. Yes, God has provided a re- 
medy; he sent the Lord Jesus Christ 
into the world fur the purpose of 
taking away our sins. 

Q. 6. Who is the Lord Jesus 
Christ? 

A. Heisthe Son of God, and 
the Saviour of the world. 

Q. 7. How did Jesus Christ 
come into the world? 

A. He came in human form. 

Q. 8. What did he give to save 
sinners? | 

A. He gave his blood. 

Q. 9. Do you then, now in this 
assembly, with one accord, before 
your own countrymen, and strangers, 
and especially in the presence of the 
great God, solemnly renounce all 
false modes of obtaining salvation, 
and do you cordially embrace the 
Lord Jesus Christ as the only true 
refuge? 

A. We do, we do; we renounce 
all other refuges, and cleave to Christ 
alone. 

After answering the foregoing 
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questions, with a simplicity which 
was highly gratifying, they all kneel- 
ed down, and in their devotional at- 
titude, were commended to God by 
prayer, and received into the visible 
church by the instituted rite of bap- 
tism. A few observations were then 
offered, to enforce upon their atten- 
tion, the obvious duty of Christian 
parents dedicating their children to 
God. 

These new disciples then present- 
ed their dear little ones for baptism, 
observing, that the children were not 
their own, for they had: given them 
to God; and that they would, divine 
assistance being granted, train them 
up in the nurture and admonition of 
the Lord. 

Thus, dear and honoured Direc- 
tors, have we again seen the door of 
Faith ofiened to the Gentiles—thus 
have we seen one whole household, 
and parts of others, all baptized in 
the name of our adorable Lord: thus 
have we beheld the branches, and 
their little buds, cut out of the olive 
tree, which is wild by nature, and 
grafted into the good; where ac- 


_ cording to apostolic testimony, they 


will together fartake of the root, 
and fatness of the root. And now, 
bless the Lord, Oh our souls, who 
remembered us in our low estate, 
for his mercy endureth for ever. 


BURMAH MISSION, 
LETTER FROM MRS. BOARDMAN. 


Ship Asia, South Lat. 28° East. 
Long. 88° Oct, 27, 1825. 


My Dear . 

No lapse of time, no distance can 
ever erase from my mind the re- 
membrance of seasons spent in so- 
cial prayer with you. When my 
mind had been disturbed with cares 
during the day, it was indeed plea- 
sant at eve to retire from the world, 
and hold communion with God, and 
his dear children. I believe the 
Christian enjoys the purest and most 
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refined happiness in secret. At least 
I think he has less reason to doubt 
the genuineness of his enjoyment 
whenalone. Sull, when those whose 
hopes, whose desires, whose hearts 
are one, supplicate together at the 
throne of grace, the bosom glows 
with a sort of indescribable rapture. 
While in secret we may have great- 
er views of our own sinfulness, and 
more enlarged conceptions of the 
perfections of our Creator. But 
when we raise our voices in concert 
with those we love, we feel a sym- 
pathy, a union, perhaps a little re- 
sembling those pure emotions which 
animate the breasts of holy angels. 
And such were the moments spent 
with vou, my sisters. Scenes for 
ever gone, but the recollection of 
which still lingers, like the bright 
glory in the west, after the sun has 
disappeared. Andis the recollection 
all that remains? Hope answers, 
‘sno.’ She whispers, “the prayers 
then offered were heard in heaven, 
and answers of peace are still in 
store.” In answer to those very 
prayers, some impenitent sinner may 
hereafter be led to see his danger 
and repair to Jesus. Perhaps, in 
answer to those petitions, some poor 
heathen is at this moment worship- 
ping the true God. We may not, 
for wise reasons, be assured of this 
on earth. But of one truth we are 
certain. We enjoyed satisfaction in 
the exercise. And for myself, I can 
say that the thoughts of the fervent 
petitions offered, have many times 
cheered my spirits since I have been 
on the billowy deep. But rejoice, 
my sisters, I am not separated from 
my heavenly Father, the source of 
all true happiness. The same Be- 
ing who hears the petitions of the 
praying circle at home, does not re- 
fuse to listen to the united prayers of 
two wanderers, who delight to say to 
him, “Our Father, be thou the guide 
of our youth.” And how enraptur- 
ing the thought that I may one day 
be permitted to kneel before God, 
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surrounded by those females who 
are now raising their frightful yells 
in honour of Guadama, and prostra- 
ting themselves, with frantic ges- 
tures, at his idolatrous shrine. ‘To 
enjoy happiness like this, who would 
not relinquish the blessings of a 
Christian country, and labour fora 
few short years on a heathen shore? 
All that is worthy of our hearts we | 
can possess in Burmah, as well as in 
America. The privilege of the 
throne of grace, the Bible and op- 
portunities of being useful to those 
around us—this is all the Christian 
really needs to constitute his felicity. 
This we can possess in any clime, 
on any shore. I think the missiona- 
ry life, if entered upon with suitable 
views and feelings, may be more fa- 
vourable than any other, to the pro- 
motion of spiritual growth. For 
when does the throne of grace ap- 
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pear so precious, as in the midst of 
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of praise to Him who died to redeem 
our guilty souls. . 

I shall hope to receive many let- 
ters by the arrivals from America. 
Yours, with affection, 

S. H. BoarpMAn. 


—_—— i -- 


DOMESTIC. 


DONATIONS TO THE EDUCATION 
SOCIETY. 


From the Ladies of Alexandria, D. C. 
to constitute the Rev. Professor Lippit' 
member for life, - - $30. 

Also, te constitute the Rev- Wil- 
liam Lee do. - - 30, 

It is only a day or two since we receiv- 
ed notice of Mr. Lee’s having been made 
a member. But it is due to the- Ladies 
of Alexandria to state that it was entire- 
ly an oversight that Mr. Lippitt’s having 
been made a member by them, has not 
been noticed before. 


trials;s——When are the promises of | 
Scripture so consoling, as when all | 
terrestrial good eludes our grasp!'— 


THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY AT A- 
LEXANDRIA. 
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And when can the Christian be more 
useful, than while he has frequent 
opportunities of instructing the de- 
votees of ignorance, idolatry and su- 
perstition. In this situation | think 
there would be a stronger probabili- 
ty of benefiting immortal souls, than 
in a place where the gospel is regu- 
larly preached, and the word of God 
may be daily perused. 

We have one more request to 
make. This you will not refuse us, 
I am assured—Pray for us. O 
pray that we may have much of the 
spirit of the dear Saviour. Fare- 
well, my beloved sisters. May you 
all enjoy constant communion with 
God, and be enabled daily to grow 
in grace. May you be eminently 
useful, and devoted to God in the 
stations which you occupy in life, 
and be supported in death. May the 
best of blessings descend upon your 
families. For you my feeble peti- 
tions shall often rise. O may we 
meet in heaven, and unite in a song 








We have just returned from the exa- 
mination of the students of the Theolo- 
gical Seminary at Alexandria, D. C. and 
before the “Repertory” goes to press, 
have only time to furnish an imperfec' 
sketch of the proceedings. The manner 
in which the examination was conducted 
by the Professors and sustained by the 
young gentlemen under their instruc- 
tion, was in the highest degree satisfac. 
tory and pleasing, The knowledge e- 
vinced by the students, of the Hebrew 
and Greek languages, afforded confi. 
dence that the word of life would be ably 
investigated and lucidly explained in 
their public ministrations. The instruc- 
tions given in this department, are of the 
first character. The Scriptures are stu- 
died most profoundly, and a system of 
liberal and enlightened exegesis is a 
dopted. 

We were greatly delighted with the 
course taken by the Professor of Syste- 
matic Theology. The young men are 
bound to no text books; but subjects are 
given them for investigation, and the 
sources whence they can gather materi. 
als are mentioned. They are advised 
and urged, however, to rely principally 
upon the resources of their own minds 
and the sacred writings. The happy ef 
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fect of this judicious method of instruc- 


tion was fully manifested at the exami- 
nation. 

The students’ knowledge of Church 
History, and of the character and claims 
of the Church to which this Institution 
is, under God, devoted, was extensive 
and accurate. We look upon them as 
“SCHOLARS ARM’D.”’ 

Great pains appeared to have been ta- 
ken by the Professor of Ecclesiastical 
History to draw the attention of his stu- 
dents to the incipient stage of all the 
prominent errors and heresies by which 
our holy religion has been detiled, and 
to keep their eyes constantly fixed upon 
that apostolical form of government, and 
that pure and primitive faith, which it 
has been the happy lot of our Church to 
maintain. 

We need not say that with the results 
of this examination we were highly de- 
lighted. We feel bound to call upon 
our souls and all that is within us, to 
bless the Great Head of the Church that 
He has deigned to smile upon this infant 
institution, and given it a bright and 
cheering prospect of most extensive use- 
fulness. We invoke the prayers of its 
friends throughout our country; and we 
hope that all will be encouraged to make 
increased efforts for its prosperity. 

The exercises were concluded by a 
most solemn, affectionate, and able ad- 
dress from the Rev. Dr. Wilmer, Profes- 
sor of Ecclesiastical History and Church 
Government. 

Four young gentlemen were recom- 
mended by the Standing Committee to 
the Right Rev. Bishop Moore for Holy 
Orders, viz. Messrs. Johns, Peers, Gram. 
mer, and Aisquith. They will probably 
be ordained on Sunday the 16th inst. in 
Petersburgh. 

The next session of the Theological 
Seminary will commence the 16th of Oc- 
tober, 1826. 

It is thought adviseable to give, as is 
sustomary with other Institutions, pub- 
lic information of the facilities with 
which young men can avail themselves of 
the instructions given in this Seminary. 

Boarding can be obtained in the most 
respectable private families on the fol- 
lowing terms: 

For the 9 months of term time, at $2 per 

week, 7 ° ° $78 00 
Fuel, candles, room expenses, &c. 20 00 
Washing, P ‘ - 14 50 





Whole expense of the session, $112 50 
Von. 7.....N0. 19.<=71 








Those who are not furnished with 
books can be accommodated from the 
Library, which contains a number of co- 
pies of each of the principal works used. 

A building is commenced for the pur- 
poses of the Seminary, where recitations 
will be heard and lectures delivered. 

The course of instruction is in strict 
conformity with that pointed out by the 
House of Bishops in the Convention of 
1804; and young gentlemen wishing to 
supply themselves with books, will be 
guided by this regulation. 

In addition to these books, the follow- 
ing are used: 

Winer’s Greek Grammar of the New 
Testament. 

Wahl’s Greek Lexicon of do. 

Steuart’s Hebrew Grammar, 

Gesenius’ Hebrew Lexicon, 

Storr’s Theological writings, 

Rosemmuller, Koppe, Kuinoel, and 
Tittman are consulted as commentators. 

Horne’s Introduction to the critical 
study of the Scriptures, is also read 

The young gentlemen belonging to 
this institution have formed a society of 
inquiry, which is in a flourishing condi- 
tion, and enjoys the means of ascertain- 
ing the state and progress of the Chris- 
tian religion throughout the world.— 
Most of the religious periodical publica- 
tions in our country, are received at the 
Society’s Library. 

We mentioned in our last number that 
several hundred volumes of books had 
been given to the Theological Library at 
Alexandria. We have since ascertained 
the number to be about 500, valued at 
$1000. These are some of the most va- 
luable works in Theology and general 
literature. Many of them have been but 
recently published, and are among the 


most popular and interesting portions of 


modern science. We furnish a few ti- 
tles, indiscriminately taken from the Li- 
brarian’s catalogue. 
Michalis’ Hebrew & Greck Bible, 4to 
Pocock’s Works, 2 vols folio, 
Wright on the Epistles, S vols 
Rinchard’s Predigten, 17 vols 
Doway Bible, 
Orai. Fune. de Flechier, 2 vols. 
Pensus de Paschal, 2 vols 
Gillest’s Works, 9 vols 
Obras’ Italian Extracts, 6 vols 
Gesner’s Works, 5 vols 
Marshman’s Confucius, 
Rosemmuller’s Predigten, 3 vols 
Newton on Daniel, 
Biblical Repertory, 
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British and Foreign Bible Society Re- 

ports, 21 vols 
Cramer’s Gedichte, 3 vols 
Lloch, 4 vols 
Quintillian, 4 vols 
French Bible, 3 vols 
Jahn’s Bib Archeology, 
Smith’s Wealth of Nations, 2 vols 
Scheller’s Worlenburch, 5 vols 
Barrett’s Italian & Eng. Dictionary, 
Dillenius Worlenburch, 
Long’s 2d Expedition, 2 vols 
Hallam’s Middle Ages, 4 vols 
L’ Orateur, 
Newton’s Chronology, 
Gregore’s Inquiry on Negro Literature 
Hobaut’s Festivals and Fasts, 
Polyglott Grammar, 
Dr. Smith’s Essay, 
Lecker’s Lectures, 
Bauer’s Lexicon, 
Clapham’s Selections, 3 vols 
Literature der Theologie von Eroch, 
Ward’s History of the Hindoos, 
Schultz’s German Dictionary, 2 vols 
Concordantiz Hercheu; 
Parkhust’s Hebrew Lexicon, 
Greek do 
Winer’s Greek Grammar, 
Homer’s Iliad, (Greek) 

- Odyssy, do. 
Praktische Aulietung, 2 vols 
Castas de Isle, 5 vols 
Fenelon’s Lives, 
Kleist’s Works, 
Nuttal’s Travels, 
Long’s First Expedition, 2 vols 
Dathe on Pentateuch, 
on Major Prophets, 

Potter’s Antiquities, 2 vols. 
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VIRGINIA CONVENTION. 
Since our last No. we have re- 
ceived the Journal of the Virginia 
Convention. Want of room con- 
fines us to the following extracts. 


THEOLOGICAL SCHOOL. 

The Rev. William Meade, from 

the Board of Trustees of the Theo- 

logical school, presented the follow- 
ing report, which was approved. 


Report of the Board of Trustees 
of the Theological School of Vir- 
ginia, to the Convention of the 
Diocess, assembled in Lynch- 
burg, May the \8th, 1826. 

In performing this annual duty, 
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SEMINARY. JULY, 
the Trustees have first to recerd a 
dispensation of Providence, which 
has created a vacancy in the board 
by the death of a beloved brother, 
who departed this life in August last. 
In the decease of the Rev. Mr. Nor- 
ris, the Diocess of Virginia has lost 
one of the earliest and best of those 
Ministers whom Providence raised 
up to bear the heat and burden of 
reviving our fast expiring Church, 
and our Seminary is called to part 
with an old and constant, friend. 

Just as he was preparing to per- 
form some further duty assigned him 
by the board at its last meeting, it 
pleased the great Head of the 
Church to call him to a higher ser- 
vice, and greater honour in the 
Church above. Instead, however, 
of complaining against the ways of 
him who does all things well, we 
have great cause for thankfulness 
that his place has been supplied in 
such a manner as to give perfect 
satisfaction to the bereaved congre- 
gation, and to gratify all the friends 
of our School,—-who rejoice in the 
circumstance. that the Rev. Mr. 
Keith has succeeded to the pastoral 
charge of our beloved brother, with- 
out relinguishing those special at- 
tentions to our young candidates for 
the ministry which we have cause 
to prize so highly. The board has 
also to report the successful execu- 
tion of a duty assigned it at the last 
Convention, viz:—The appointment 
of another Professor, to aid in those 
various and important labours re- 
quired of such as undertake the 
preparation of pious youths for the 
Gospel ministry. They are rejoic- 
ed to assure the Convention that in 
selecting the Rev. Mr. Lippitt, who 
was known to them by a former re- 
sidence of some years in this Dio- 
cess, and recommended by others 
well qualified to judge of his fitness, 
they have secured to the School the 
entire services of one who is alike 
acceptable to the students under his 
care, and to the Professors with 
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whom he is associated in this impor- 
tant work. ‘The board cannot re- 
frain from an expression of their 
high delight in the assurance that a 
gracious Providence has guided and 
directed them in every arrangement 
which has been made, so as to deep 
en the conviction that the underta- 
king is acceptable to the great Head 
of the Church, and that as good a 
prospect of usefulness jis held out 
to the Diocess from this its favour- 
ite lastitution, as its most sanguine 
friends could reasonably hope.— 
But they forbear all further con- 
gratulations of this kind, until they 
have presented a briet history of its 
internal operations since their last 
report. Referring to that report for 
all past proceedings, and taking up 


the subject from the beginning of 


the present session,—They now re- 
port, that the class attending the 
Professor of Ecclesiastical History, 
has during this session gone through 
Mosheim’s ecclesiastical history, 
with reference to the collateral au- 
thors, has commenced Potter on 
Church Government, and expects 
to complete that work together with 
Hooker’s Ecclesiastical Polity, dur- 
ing the present session. This class 
in addition to recitations in the 
above mentioned text books, has 
also been exercised in writing ori- 
ginal dissertations on the prominent 


points of their course of study, and 


the members in rotation one day in 
each week have read the service 
and an original sermon, when their 
performance has been subjected to 
the criticism of all the students, and 
on the following week the Profes- 
sors by turns have analyzed and 
criticised the discourses. The se- 
cond class has, during this period, 
been engaged under the Profes- 
sor of Sacred Literature in the 
critical study of the Epistles, and to 
the Professor of systematic divinity 
has recited twice in each week, on 
such subjects as had been previ- 
ously appointed, references being 








made to the authors who have writ- 
ten with most ability on the several 
subjects, the preference being given 
to those recommended by the house 
of bishops. This class also, has 
been engaged in writing disserta- 
tions on theological subjects. The 
third class has been engaged in the 
critical study of the Old and New 
Testaments in the original langua- 
ges and of the Jewish antiquities.—— 
The members of this class have 
read sixteen chapters of Genesis 
and ten Psalms in Hebrew, and the 
four Gospels in Greek. ‘They have 
also, gone through the first volume 
of Horne’s Introduction to the sa- 
cred Scriptures, have read the prin- 
Cipal part of Prideaux’s Connexions, 
and will complete Butler’s Analo- 
gy and Paley’s Evidences by the 
Close of the session. They have 
also been engaged in writing essays 
on the most important arguments 
for revealed religion. Let it not, 
however, be imagined that the stu- 
dents of this seminary are only ex- 
ercised in furnishing their minds 
with the knowledge which shall 
qualify them to explain and defend 
the sacred writings. Besides those 
devotional exercises which on the 
part of the Professors daily precede 
the theological recitations, the stu- 
dents are required each morning at 
the rising of the sun to assemble to- 
gether, and by turns in the presence 
of one of the Professors invoke the 
blessing of Almighty God. They 
have also divided the town and sub- 
urbs into districts, and in humble 
imitation of those first disciples who 
preached the Gospel to the poor, 
and of him ‘who went about doing 
good,’ have resolved to visit the nee- 
dy and afflicted at their own houses, 
to inquire into their spiritual condi- 
tion, to establish prayer meetings at 
the most suitable places, to exhort 
all to attendance on public worship, 
and especially to beseech parents to 
send their children to the Sunday 
Schools, which are established in 
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the town. 
are diligent and faithful in applying 
a part of each Sabbath to the useful 
and sacred labours of the Sunday 
School. By such exercises have 
they during the past year been pre- 
paring themselves for those more 
perfect and extensive duties in 
which they hope soon to be engag- 
ed. A goodly number have alrea- | 
dy entered upon their labours, and 
we feel a pleasing assurance that 
those who have witnessed their first 
public essays in the ministry, and 
especially those congregations who 
have eagerly embraced the offered 
opportunity of securing their perma- 
nent services, will require no further 
evidences of the value of an institu- 
tion which has now for three years 
only had its existence in our Diocess. 
Within this period twelve young 
men who received either in whole 
or in part their education at this 
school, have entered upon the min- 
istry of the word; eight of whom are 
now within the bounds of our Dio- 
cess, the remaining four having 
chosen other portions of our land as 
the scene of their first labours of 
love. Of the twenty students who 
during the present session have been 
engaged i in these preparatory exer- 
cises, seven will probably offer 
themselves for ordination in the 
course of the present year. Others, 
however, are ready to supply their 
places, giving exercise to the chari- 
ty, and encouragement to the hopes 
ofthe Church. An increasing de- 
mand on the part of the Church will 
produce an increasing supply of 
ministers from the great head there- 
of. H¢ who has put it into the 
hearts of those already mentioned to 
ag upon this work, will put it in- 
to the hearts of more, and thrust 
wi forth into the service, so that 
there be no famine of the word.— 
THe Holy Ghost whose office it is, 
will never be weary with moving 
and calling to the ministry of the 
syord, and making that word effectu- 
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al to the conversion of sinners; nor 
need we ever fear that the Lord of the 


‘harvest will fail to send forth more 


labourers into it, if we fail not to 
supplicate his grace by importunate 
prayers. Our beginning, it is true, 
is small, when compared with the 
great nced of our church and coun- 
try; but let us not forget him who 
mikes the latter end of good de- 
signs greatly to increase, and has 


| promised to those who weary not in 
their well-doing, that in due season 


they shall reap. We expect not < 
rapid extension of our Church, nor 
an immediate victory over those 
many obstacles which rise up a- 
gainst us. We shall be satisfied to 
make a gradual and sure advance 
in the esteem of the wise and pious 
by means of the good sense, good 
conduct, and undoubted zeal and 
piety of those who serve at the altar. 
We must labour by increasing the 
literary qualifications of our young 
ministers, to keep pace with the 
literary progress of our country, and 
this recommend religion and the 
Church of our fathers to the under- 


standings as well as to the hearts of 


men. Such a slow but sure advance 
in the affection and confidence of 
the pious, in the esteem of the wise 
and sober-minded,—and in the res 

pect of the educated portion of the 
community, we feel happily assured 
our Church is already making, and 
partly by means of the institution 
over which this board is appointed 
to preside. Itis therefore that we 
rejoice over it, and call upon the 
friends of religion and our Church 
to render thanks to God for that de- 
gree of prosperity which it has 
pleased him to grant to it. We 
should never contemplate this school 
without. the liveliest emotions of 
gratitude to the great Head of the 
Church, who hath raised it up in 
our time of need. To what quarter 
can we look for a supply of Preach- 
ers to repair our desolations but to 
this? 
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Whither can our vacant Parishes 
turn their eyes with the assured hope 
of a certain and suitable supply but 
to this? Here it is that our pious 
youths may equip themselves with 
the whole armour of God, and being 
thoroughly furnished unto every 
good work, become workmen who 
need not be ashamed. 

Here it is that by mutual prayer, 
and holy intercourse and sacred stu- 
dies, they may grow up in Christian 
love, and form a bond of union ne- 
ver to be broken. 

To this institution will the hearts 
of our people be drawn;—over it will 
the prayers of the pious be offered; 
to it will the alms of the generous be 
given, as to that, which under God 
seems likely to prove such a bles- 
sing to his Church. But while we 
thus rejoice in the pleasing prospect 


which appears before us, it becomes | 


our duty to mention one circum- 
stance, which must be a source of 
serious apprehension, and should 
excite to the most diligent exertion 
on the part of its friends, least that 
apprehension be realized. The 
amount of our funds is still small, 


when compared with the demands of | 
By the report | 
of our Treasurer it will be per- | 


such an institution. 


ceived that our funded capital is yet 
something less than ten thousand 
dollars, the annual interest of which 
is insufficient for the support of one 
Professor, while we need and actu- 
ally possess the services of three.— 
The generosity of individuals and 
the untiring zeal of our Female 
Auxiliary Education Societies have 
thus far enabled us to supply this 
deficiency in some small degree; 
but it must be evident that the insti- 
tution can never be considered as 
standing on a sure and permanent 
foundation, until we have a much 
larger capital on which to rely.— 
Although it has pleased Providence 
to direct so many pious youths to 


our school, and to enable us thus | 
far not to disappoint their hopes of | 
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suitable instruction, yet are we far 
behind other institutions of the kind 
in Our own and other denominations, 
as to those pecuniary resources 
which are necessary to command 
the permanent services of duly 
qualified Professors. The General 
Seminary located in New York, 
which has thus far scarcely exceed- 
ed our own in the number of its 
pupils, has received more than one 
hundred thousand dollars. The 
diocess of Ohio is enabied to com- 
mence the operations of its Semina- 
ry with the sum of thirty thousand 
dollars, almost entirely bestowed by 
nious individuals in England. And 
can it be expected without further 
donations from those to whom our 
Seminary naturally’ looks for aid, 
that we shall always be able to en- 
sure those services and those ad- 
vantages which it now possesses?— 
Would it not be a most sinful 
tempting of God, and a most un- 
grateful return for those signal fa- 
vours granted to our first efforts, 
not to put forth all our strength for 
the completion of a work thus hap- 
pily begun, and not to call upon the 
dieus and wealthy of our communi- 
on to help on so interesting a cause 
by those means which Providence 
has so richly supplied to them?—~ 
Surely we may now confidently call 
upon all to witness the truth of 
those arguments with which we first 
addressed them, and to behold the 
fruits and profits of their first contri- 
butions. We feel a pleasing assur- 
ance that there is an increasing in- 
terest in this cause arising from the 
good already done; and we record 
with much satisfaction, the generosi- 
ty of two individuals during the last 
year, who on coming to pay their 
promised contributions begged to 
be permitted to double the sum in 
consideration of the importance of 
the object and the benefit already 
arising from it. And are there none 
among our original subscribers who 
are able and willing to renew their 
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first works, seeing such fruit from 
them already? Are there noneothers 
among the many friends of our 
Church scattered through the State, 
who have never yet ventured any 
thing in this enterprise of piety, but 


who are willing and able to assist so | 


good awork? We feel well assur- | 
ed that there are many such who 
only require to be properly informed 
of our need, to afford a generous 
contribution to the objects we recom- 
mend. We call therefore upon all 
the Ministers of our Church to do 
their duty, and present this subject 
in all the magnitude of its impor- 
tance to every member of their 
charge. 

While our sisters and mothers 
are so zealously and effectually sub- 
serving the cause by raising funds 
‘for the education of poor and pious 
youths in our seminary, while they 
have never yet suffered a worthy 
object to go unaided, while they 
have thus far actually contributed 
to the support of the teachers also; 
surely it is within the power of the 
wealthy sentlemen of our church to 
raise a permanent fund which shall 
place our school on a sure founda- 
tion, and enable us always to com- 
mand the services of the ablest 
ministers in the church, and remu- 
nerate them with a suitable support. 

Increase of the funds of the Insti- 
tution since May, 1825, is $2170 53. 


The Convention then proceeded 
to a new election, by ballot, of a 
Standing Committee of the Church 
in this Diocess, for the ensuing 
year:—Whereupon, the following 
gentlemen were duly elected, viz: 
The Rev. William H. Wilmer, D. 
D., the Rev. John Dunn, the Rev. 
Reuel Keith, the Honourable Bush- 
rod Washington, Edmund I. Lee, 
Esq. and Mr. John Hooff. 

The Convention proceeded to the 
election, by ballot, of eight dele- 
gates to represent this Diocess in 
the next General Convention of the 


PENNSYLVANIA PAROCHIAL REPORTS. 
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Protestant Episcopal Church of the 
United States:—Whereupon, the 
following gentlemen were duly elect- 
ed, viewed. William H. Wilmer, 
D. D. Rev. William Meade, Rev. 
Edward C. McGuire, Rev. Fred- 
erick W. Hatch, Doctor Carter 
Berkeley, Mr. Philip Nelson, Mr. 
James M. Garnett, and Mr. William 
Mayo. 

On motion, 

Resolved, Thatthe Rev. William 
H. Wilmer, D. D. the Rev. Wil- 
liam Meade, the Rev. Edward C. 
McGuire, Dr. Carter Berkeley, and 
Mr. Philip Nelson, be, and they are 
hereby nominated to the General 
Convention, as Trustees of the 
General Theological Seminary. 


PENNSYLVANIA PAROCHIAL RE- 
PORTS. 

We have received a journal of the 

42d Convention of the diocess of 

Pennsylvania, from which we ex- 


tract the following Parochial Re- 
ports. 


Report of the Rev. Benjamin Allens 
Rector of St. Paul’s Church, 
Philadelphia. 

Communicants 250—marriages 
29—baptisms 40—funerals 39. 

The late Rector of the church, the 
Rev. Dr. Pilmore, closed his labor- 
ious and useful life, in July last, and 
his interment is numbered amon 
those just reported. Though he had 
for some time ceased to discharge 
the active duties of the ministry, his 
venerable presence in the assemblies 
of the church, and his prayers, both 
public and private for its prosperity, 
were highly prized. He has by his 
will expressed the lively interest he 
felt in the various plans cherished by 
this Convention for the good of the 
diocess; to one of them he devised 
a large portion of his property. 

During the past year collections 
have been made for the Bishop’s 
Fund, and the Society for the Ad- 


Bel 
4 
a 
; 
f 
Bait 
Shae | 
-_ 
ul »y 
Ig * 
d ' 
ik * 
"i ie 
Ay ie 
hh, <i 
ie 
hee 
4 yh | 
iy NY 
4 , 
ia ; 
be edt 
1 Fiabe ? 
es! 
‘ it A 
ato 
a YR 
v ne 
af 4 
1) Ve 
mq 
' 

5 rie 
" } 
aL 

mien 
1 U 

: . 
r . 
ay 

oa bp J 
? 4 

wii 

s) en 
i 

Ph ae 
7 | di 
er 

, t) a 

‘i 
yy i 
p 
SD i 
es 
i 

4 -. 

, OR) OMe 

1% Be iyi, 
‘a -_' 
2, 
eh 
5 

: te ; 

; z ; 

. i 

ih ; 
| 

a a) 

ve) 
\ Ra Ore 
nh ah 
i 7 iy 
ap 
uted 
tT F ‘ 
ws so 
i 
a 
+a 
: a €3 
at Sete 
; oe 
4 A 
% the 
4 F 
t i 
vi 
of a 
Ce 
te 

ol aes 

f a 
> : 

‘ hits 
- y 

Fe SS rt 

” s 

, 2) 
f / 
| : 
7. . 
‘ '* 
-? 
ee i.) 
‘ oh eh, 
+. :' 
ee t 
fer 
f *. 
tt 
ita y 
2 Ts 
* a 'S 
6. r 
4 "a 
4% 4 
515 t 
5 
BD uaie 
» ~ 
ee 
oe 
_ hi R 
» 
ee ‘ 
¢ 
i. 
ft 
Ss “dl 
4 
*; » 
. j 
> 4 
-y 4 
H a 
4 7 
¥  ¥ 
tt 
4 ; 
‘pe 
. 
ty 
ie 
YS 








ip 
RE 
F 
Ng 





hae 


i826. 


vancement of Christianity in Penn- 
sylvania. 

Tne Sunday schools connected 
with St. Paul’s church, are 4—2 of 
which are for children of colour—— 
Bibie school 1-—adult school 1. 

The Pilmore Society continues to 
assist two young men who are pre- 
pariig for the ministry. 

T..e Trac! Society, known by the 
name of the Homily Society, has 
within the last year published 10,000 
tracts. 

The different Bible Class Libra- 
ries having been united, and thrown 
open to the congregation, a Paro- 
chial Library of about 300 volumes, 
has been formed. The Ladies’ 
Bible Class still continues. 

The instruction of the children is 
attended to on the afternoon of every 
Sunday after service, and of every 
other Saturday. 


Report of the Rev. Gregory T. Be- 
dell, Rector of St. Andrew’s 
church, Philadelphia. 
Baptisms 28—marriages 

funerals 17--confirmed 32—com- 

munjcants added since last Conven- 
tion, 36—died 6—making the whole 

116. 

The Rector has reason to be 
thankful to God for the improving 
state of religion in St. Andrew’s 
church. Within the last few months 
particularly there has been great 
seriousness manifested, and several 
have been added to the church of 
such as shall be saved. The atten- 
tion at church on Sundays is uniform- 
ly good, and our evening meetings 
are always crowded during the week. 
The Sunday schools are in a very 
flourishing condition, numbering 
more than 200 scholars, under the 
care of about 25 teachers. The 
vestry of the church have lately 
erected a commodious gallery for 
the exclusive accommodation of the 
scholars, and a lecture room is also 
in progress. The Bible Class has 
beencontinued with great advantage. 


L4— | 








PENNSYLVANIA PAROCHIAL REPORTS. 567 


Report of the Rev. George Boyd, 
Rector of St. John’s church in the 


Northern Liberties, Philadei- 
hhia. 
The spiritual interests of this 


church, in the opinion of the present 
Rector, have continued to prosper 
during the past year. A large pro- 
portion of the communicants appear 
to be growing in grace, and in the 
knowledge of our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ. During the past year, 
the Lord, we trust, has added to this 
church of such as shall be saved 13 
souls, all of whom have been added 
to the communion. Of the com- 
municants reported the last year, 9 
have been removed by death or 
otherwise. The present number is 
123. 

A meeting of the communicants 
has been commenced on the Friday 
evening before each administration 
of the Lord’s Supper. This meet- 
ing has been well attended, and 
promises, we think, to be useful in 
promoting a better acquaintance 
among the members, and an increase 
of the spirit of brotherly love. It 
is a gratifying circumstance to be 
able to say, that there are no divisions 
among us. 

In addition to the regular services 
of the Lord’s day there is a weekly 
lecture held at the Commissioners’ 
Hall in third street on Thursday 
evenings; and a meeting for social 
worship in different private houses 
on Tuesday evenings: both of which 
have been well attended. 

The Sunday schools belonging to 
the church, are subject to the visita- 
tion of a committee of the vestry, 
and under the care of a number of 
piously disposed persons of both 
sexes belonging to the congregation. 
There is no want of teachers either 
in the boys’ or in the girls’ school. 
The number of scholars in attendance 
is about one hundred and twenty. 

The sacrament of baptism has 
been administered to forty-three 
persons, three of them adults. The 
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Lord’s supper is administered on the 
first Sunday of every month, and on 
the principal festivals. On these 
occasions, an average number of 
about seventy attend. Five couple 
have been married. 


Report ofthe Rev. Levi Bull, Rec- 
tor of St. Mary’s church, Chester 
county, St. Thomas’s church, 
Morgantown, Berks county, and 
Bangor church, Churchtown, 
Lancaster county. 


St. Mary’s church, Chester county, 


Communicants 79—baptisms 12 
children, 1 adult—burials 1S—mar- 
riages 12. 

There has recently been establish- 
ed a Sunday school, conducted by 
the members of this church, which 
promises to be useful to the rising 
generation. An untiring attention 
to their everlasting interests seems 
to be a characteristic of a goodly 
number of the members of this con- 
gregation. Not satisfied with a con- 
formity to the external institutions 
of the church, in which they will 
suffer in comparison with few 
churches in the diocess, they look 
for, and it is believed enjoy, those 
divine communications, without 
which religion cannot but be a 
gloomy service. The diminution in 
the number of communicants is ow- 
ing chiefly to their having united 
themselves with St. Thomas’s 
church, Morgantown, to which their 
residence is more convenient. 


St. Thomas’s church, Morgantown, 
Berks county. 
Communicants about 60—bap- 
tisms, children 8, adults 5—burials 
3 


This church has been finished and 
consecrated since the meeting of the 


Jast convention. Nothing extraor- 
dinary has taken place in this con- 
gregation since our last report. It 
ought, however to be mentioned to 
their praise, that they have nearly 
defrayed the expenses of the erec- 
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tion of the new church; and are stil! 
stedfast in the service of God, which 
with many of them, had its com- 
mencement but a little more than a 
year ago. 


Bangor Church, Churchtown, Lan- 
caster county. 

Communicants 33—baptisms, 61 
children, 1 adult—funerals no re- 
turn—miarriages 2. 

Here nothing especially deserving 
of notice has occurred, except that 
a gradual and growing attention to 
their eternal concerns is evinced by 
a few; and it is hoped that this little 
leaven will ere long leaven_ the 
whole mass. All which is respect- 
fully submitted. 


Report of the Rev. William Eldred, 
missionary, officiating in Colum- 
bia and Lycoming counties, in the 
service of the Society of the Pro- 
testant Episcopal Church for the 
Advancement of Christianity in 
Pennsylvania. 


St. Jame’s church, Muncy, 
coming county. 

An improved attention is visible 
not only in the congregation but 
generally through the neighbour- 
hood, to the ministry of the word. 
In the village of Pennsborough, when 
public worship is conducted there, 
(which occasionally takes place 
several have recently commenced 
in uniting audibly in the responses. 
and in an evident endeavour to con- 
form their lives to their profession 
Among this number are two adults, 
who have been recently baptised. 
Applications have been made from 
several small neighbourhoods in the 
vicinity to have a portion of the mis. 
sionary’s time devoted to them, which 
he regrets he is unable at present to 
comply with. One halfthe mission 
ary’s time is devoted to this church 
He preaches in the German churcl: 
in the morning, and in the afternoon 
insome neighbourhood where people 
are desirous of assembling: of these 
there are at present five, distant from 
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the church from five to ten miles, 
which he attends in rotation. The 
usual attendance at the church is 
about sixty or seventy; and onan 
average in each of those neighbour- 
hoods about half that number. But 
two Sunday schools at present exist 
containing about seventy scholars; 
there is a prospect that theirnumbers 
will be increased. 

Baptisms, | adult male, | adult fe- 
male, 9 infant male, 5 male, total 
16--funeral |--marriages 2. Re- 
moved, 1 family. 


St. Gabriel’s church, Sugar-loaf, 
Columbia county. 
Considerable attention continues. 
The hearers amount to from about 
100 to 150. The missionary preach- 
es in three neighbourhoods alterna- 
tely, four or five miles distant from 
the church, where, on an average, 
thirty or forty people assemble. One 
fourth of his time is devoted here, 
Three Sunday schools are in opera- 
tion, containing about 170 scholars, 
children and adults. Preparations 
are making to erect a gallery in the 
church. Baptisms, infant male 13, 
female 6, total 19—marriages 2. 


Milton. 

The remaining fourth of the mis- 
sionary’s time is devoted to a small 
congregation of about fifty persons 
in this important village. Baptism, 
1 infant female—funeral 1}. 

The missionary has occasionally 
visited Bloomsburg, Sunbury, and 
Jerseytown, and Mount Pleasant on 
Pine Creek once, a journey of 150 
miles. On these occasions he has 
baptized 2 female infants at Jersey- 
town, 3 female infants in Blooms- 
burg, 2 adult females, 8 children, 
male and female, at Mount Pleasant; 
total 15. 

The missionary begs to add, that 
there is abundant encouragement on 
all sides to labour in rearing our 
venerable church. Faithful labour- 
ers sent forth by the Lord of the 
harvest are only wanting. 

Von. Tiree.NO. 12.——72 
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Report of the Rev. Samuel Marks, 
missionary, officiating in Susque- 
hanna and Bradford counties, in 
the service of the Society for the 
Advancement of Christianity in 
Pennsylvania. 

Since my last conventional report, 

I have baptized at Springville, three 

children and two adults, and attend- 

ed two funerals; one of the persons 
was one of the founders of the church 
at Springville, his death is lamented 
by me and others who have the tem- 
poral, as well as the spiritual, inter- 
ests ofthe churchinview. Number 

of marriages 2; communicants 19. 

We keep a Sunday school in exist- 

ence. We have also a Bible class 

which promises usefulness. The 
attention of the people is still, thank 

God, kept up, and we have no doubt, 

but that he who has begun a good 

work in this part of the diocess, will 
carry it on to perfection. This, not 
long since wilderness-place, is begin- 
ning to bud and blossom, and we en- 
tertain a small hope, that it will bear 
fruit to the glory of God. Spring- 
ville asks your prayers, brethren. 
The church on the Wyalusing 
creek is still stretching forth her 
hands to God. In this place we are 
somewhat circumscribed, but(bless- 
ed be God) we are not now 
beheld as formerly, as a church, 
having the form of godliness, but 
denying the power. The mem- 
bers of other communions have sub- 
scribed, and are subscribing, towards 
my support; this I deem a circum- 
stance worthy of particular notice. 
The communicants number 20— 
baptisms one—funerals eight. Here, 
again, I have to express my feelings 
upon the subject of death; one of the 
eight deceased, was one of our oldest 
members, and the church’s avowed 
and warmest friend: may God make 
up his loss to ourchurch. We have 
connected with the St. Matthew’s 
church a small but interesting Sun- 
day school, also a Bible class, which 
offers fair te be beneficial to the 
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young people of our parish. We 
are constantly looking to the great 
Head of the church for his blessing. 
We add to the number of the faith- 
ful but slowly, but we trust that those 
who are truly of us, will not go from 
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tized 4 adults and 9 children, in all 
13. More had been expected from 
Tuscarora Valley, but the weather 
being inclement, it is presumed they 


| were hindered from attending on that 


account. Before I close, I would urge, 





us, until they are called to join the || if there is power in this convention, 
‘“‘reneral assembly of the church of | | the sending of a few zealous and ac- 
the first born.’ Pray, brethren, that |, live missionaries into the interesting 
God will give us such as “shall be | region wherein I am located; for I 
saved.” | can truly say for us as a denomina- 
-uon, “The harvest is great indeed 
|but the labourers are very, very. 


Report of the Rev. Robert Piggot, 
Rector of St. Mark’s church, 
Lewistown, Mifflin county. 

The rector, although his success 
in his ministry has not been equal to 
what he had just grounds to expect 
on his settlement here, has great 
reason to adore 
all grace, that he has not altogether 
run in vain nor laboured in vain. He 
desires to be thankful for the day of 
small things, while he earnestly 


prays, and anxiously looks for those 
showers of blessings which the Most 


High is more ready to give than we 
are to ask. 

The increasing respect to the in- 
stitutions of our church by those not 
within her pale, is a pleasing evi- 
dence that old and deep prejudices 
against her are rapidly giving way; 
and that it is only necessary to pre- 
sent her to view in all her liturgical 
and doctrinal beauties, to rivet the 
attention, and secure the affection, 
of all who are capable of apprecia- 


| few.” 


and bless the God of 


And, while I supplicate the 
Lord of the harvest to send more 


‘labourers into the harvest, in the lan- 


guage of the man of Macedonia, [ 
say to my reverend brethren, not 
otherwise engaged, ‘Come over and 
help us.” With God and them I 
leave the interests of the church. 


Report of the Right Rev. William 
White, D. D. Rector of the united 
churches of Christ church, St. 
Peter’s,and St. James’s Philadei- 
jhia,. 

The assistant ministers are, the 
Rev. James Abercrombie, D D., the 
Rev. Jackson Kemper, and the Rey. 
William H. De Lancey. 

Baptisms 94—burials 12 -mar- 
riages 82—commuunicants about 
325. 

There are prayers on Wednes- 
days and Fridays, agreeably to the 
usage of the church of England, in 
imitation of the stationary days of the 


= Fee 


primitive church. 

As in former years, there have 
been lectures on the catechism dur- 
munion during the past year are in || ing Passion Week, and in the two 
all 24——baptisms, adult 1, children || preceding weeks; and on the doc- 
7, total 8—marriage 1—funerals 3- || trines of Grace in Easter Week, 
There is a flourishing Sunday schoo! || principally having a reference to the 
attached to the church under the ex- || ordinance of Confirmation, which is 
clusive direction of the rector. It]| always celebrated in that season in 
now consists of 50 scholars, 15 of || oneofthose churches. Also, during 


ting moral and scriptural excel- 
lence. 
Those who have joined the com- 
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whom are coloured children. 

By the invitation of the Episcopa- 
lians residing in Thompsontown, I 
visited that place on the 31st July 
last, held three services, and bap- 








the said term, beginning early in 
Lent, and to continue to Whitsun- 
day, children have been heard in the 
catechism after divine service on the 
afternoons of Sundays; and there 


sid all pesca 
oe ge ee eee 


+o 


5 ee gL ae Fo SATE EE he a Dg: 


=v 9] 
a - . 5 , ° - : 7 os 
oe Be Se eee a” doe 


oe ies 











$826. 


DELAWARE 


have been, on the afternoons of 
Saturdays, questions proposed and 
answered for the improvement of 
young persons of the female sex, 
snore advanced in years. 

There have, likewise, during the 
winter and the spring, been deliver- 
ed on the afternoons of Fridays, 
weekly lectures on some of the books 
of the Bible, and on the leading prin- 
ciples of the Gospel. 

To each of the churches there is 
attached a female Sunday school; and 
to St. Peter’s, there is a male Sun- 
day school; the male schools for 
Christ church and St. James’s, being 
for a time suspended. St. Peter’s 
church male school 8 teachers and 
70 scholars; Christ church female | 
school 17 teachers and 63 scholars; | 
St. Peter’s church female school 10 | 
teachers and 130 scholars; St. | 
James’s church, 12 teachers and 40 | 
scholars. There has been in these | 
churches a collection for the funds | 
of the Society for the Advancement | 
of Christianity in Pennsylvania; and | 
for the Protestant Episcopal Sunday | 
and Adult School Society. The | 
coHections for the Episcopal Fund | 
delayed until after the convention of 
the last year, were made svon after 
the rising ofthat body; and there have 
been lately collections for the same 
object. 





Report of the Rev. Joseph Clark- 
son, Associate Rector of St. 
James’s church, Lancaster, and 
St. John’s church, Pequea, and 
rector of Christ church, Leacock, 
Lancaster county. 


St. John’s church, Pequea. 
Baptisms, 6 adults, 17 minors, 
total 23—confirmed in July last, 
27—communicants 45—funerals not 
known. * 


Christ Church, Leacock. 
Baptisms 6 adults, 13 minors, to- 
tal 19—-confirmed in August last 
28—communicants 10--funerals not 





known. : 
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St. James’s Church, Lancaster. 

Baptisms, 1 adult, 19 minors- 
marriages in the three congrega- 
tions 16. 

In addition to my many arduous 
farochial duties, now, for many 
years, at the particular request of 
two or three members of our church, 
in Marietta, twelve miles north-west 
from Lancaster, I visited them, bap- 
tized several children, and one adult, 
as reported to a former convention. 
Since that time, I have visited them 
frequently, and although no organi- 
zation of a congregation has yet 
taken place, there is a pleasing pros- 
pect. In July last the Bishop con- 
firmed twenty persons, and adminis- 
tered the holy communion to ten. 
Baptisms, since last report, six. 
Surely, after all this, it may be con- 
sidered a beginning of no small 
promise. The Bishop’s visit last 
summer so voluntarily made on his 
return from a long and fatigueing 
}yourney over the mountains, and 
through the diocess, more especially 
as we had no right to expect it, not 
being organized, or, as yet, assacia- 
ted with “the Protestant Episcopal 
church in the state of Pennsylvania,”’ 
has had a happy effect. It has 
given life and vigour, and, conse- 
quently, a still greater prospect of 
success, under God, to my very 
weak and feeble labours. It has 
shown the church in her full form— 
confirmation being in that neigh- 
bourhood, and, indeed, wherever 
there are German _ settlements, 
throughout our state, ove of the po- 
sitive proofs, I had almost said, the 
most frositive proof, certainly the 
most frrominent proof of probable 
systematic organization. 


CONVENTION OF DELAWARE. 

The Delaware convention met at 
Dover on the 8d of June; there were 
present three clergymen entitled to 
seats, and one other;and six lay dele- 
gates. The Rev. Daniel Higbee, of 
Sussex, was elected president, and 
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A. M. Schee, Esq. Secretary. The 
Rev. R. Williston, and the Rev. S. 
W. Presstman, of the clergy, and 
Kinsey Johns and James Booth, Jr. 
Esqrs. of the laity, were chosen the 
standing committee. The Rev. D. 
Higbee, and the Rev. S. W. Presst- | 
man, of the clergy, and Samuel ; 
Paynter, and Thomas Clayton, 
Esqrs. of the laity, were chosen de- 
legates to the next General Conven- 
tion.—Samuel Paynter, Esq. govern- 
or of the state, was nominated to be 
a trustee of the General Theologi- 
cal Seminary. 


——— 


ORDINATION. 

At an ordination held at Petersburg, 
Va. on Sunday the 16th July, (inst.) by | 
the Right Rev. Richd. Channing Moore, 
D D., Joan Grammer, Jr, Bensamin O, 





Piers, tHlenry Artsquira, and Lreonarp || 


H. Jouns, students of the Theological 
Seminary of Va., were admitted to the 
Holy Order of Deacons. 
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Obituary. 


OBITUARY OF JOHN ADAMS AND THOMAS JEFFERSON, 





We copy the following obituary from the | 
Religious Intelligencer, not for the 
purpose of giving information to our 
readers, but rather to give expression 
to our feelings, which are perhaps in 


unison with those of millions. We do 

not take it upon us to pronounce the | 

eulogy of these illustrious patriots; it 
is not so particularly our province as 
that of the statesman. To their coun- | 
try they devoted their services; let 
their country speak their praise. 

We have to record the remarkable 
coincidence of Previdence, that on the 
4th of July, 1826, the venerable Joun 
Avams, and the venerable Tuomas JeEr- 
FERSON, Ex-Presidents of the United | 
States, departed this life. Mr. Adams | 
died at his residence in Quincy, Mass, | 
inthe 91st year of his age, and Mr. Jef- | 
ferson died at Monticello, in the 84th | 
year of his age. 

These two distinguished men have 
been respectively Presidents of the Uni- 
ted States,—the highest office in the 
gift of a grateful, a free, and independent | 
nation,—an office which kings might be 
proud to fill. In ourrevolutionary strug- 
gle they took an active part,—they were 
distinguished as patriots and statesmen, 
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At their deaths they were the only sur- 
vivors of the chosen few who drafted and 
reported to Congress, the memorable 
Declaration of Independence—an instru- 
ment, which for sublimity of thought and 
grandeur of design is not surpassed in 
language,—an instrument which will 
perpetuate their names, together with 
their associates, Franklin, Sherman, and 
Livingston, down to the time when the 
annals of this nation shall be forgotten. 
They had outlived all but one (the aged 
Carrot) of the fifty-five who signed, in 
those perilous times, the charter of our 
freedom, and nearly all their compeers 
in that arduous struggle which insured 
the happiness of millions. 

It is not remarkable that men should 
live so long, and it is less remarkable that 
they should die so soon; but it is a re- 
markable coincidence, that two such 
men, thus distinguished and thus situa- 
ted, should so live, and act, and die, to- 
_gether. And it is still more remarkable, 
that this event which happeneth to all 
men, should be ordained to take place 





| on the same day; and that day should be 


ithe fiftieth anniversary of that memo- 
| rable event which gave birth to this great 
nation, and rendered their names so con- 
spicuous to the world. 
It is not our object to moralize on this 
‘ singular providence, but barely to record 
the fact. We are not atheists enough to 
believe that such things happen by 
chance, and we do not know that any 
thing extraordinary is to grow out of it. 
| The circumstances attending their deaths 


' may add force to the daily admonitions 


we receive that all men must die, that 
talents, renown, or patriotism, will not 
| shield us from the grave, or justify us in 
the sight of Him who seeth not as man 
seeth. 

ED ee 


TO CORRESPONDENTS AND REA- 
DERS. 

The Sermon of the Rev. Dr. Ayede- 
lotte, preached before the Prayer-book 
and Homily Society of the Diocess of 
Maryland, has been obligingly sent us 
in compliance with our request, and will 
be published in the first number of the 
next volume of the Repertory. 

We hope soon to be able to lay before 
our readers, a series of Letters touching 
the present religious, literary, and polli- 
tical state of Europe- 

The “Repertory” will hereafter be 
published during the first week of each 
month, instead of at the 15th, as hereto- 
fore. 
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